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4 Sermon, delivered in St. Paul’s 
Church, at Troy, New-York, Sep- 
tember 6th, 1824, at the Funeral 
of Mr. Exsaxim Warren, by the 
Rev. Davin Burier, Rector of said 
Church. 


Psalm «xxvii. 37. Mark the perfeet man, and 
behold the upright; for the end ef that man 
is peuce. 

Tue meaning of the text is this, that 
the good and upright man, let him ex- 
perience ever so many evils in life, will 
have peace in theend. It is only by 
a constant endeavour to do our duty, 
and faithfully to serve our Creator, that 
we can with peace and-satisfaction look 
back upon our past lives, when we are 
called upon to resign them. Nothing 
more is meant by a perfect man, than 
one as good as he is capable of being ; 
as good as the infirmity of human 
nature will admit; not that he is abso- 
lutely free front sin, from all moral 
defect ; for that is a state we none of us 
arrive at in this world. An apostle 
tells us, that “ if we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the.truth 
is not in us;” yet we may, by the as- 
sistance of divine grace, be perfect and 
upright, in the sense of the .ei.; we 
anay have the perfection of a man, 
though not the perfection of an angel ; 
we may serve our Creator in truth 
and sincerity, and conduct uprightly 
towards our fellow creatures ; and this 
will constitute the character we are 
direeted in our text to observe. The 
old translation expresses it <:ffevently. 
The text stands thus in the Prayer 
Book—“ Keep innocency, and take 
heed to the thing that is right, for that 
shall bring a man peace at the last.” 
The design of the psalmist was evident- 
ly to show that the state of the righte- 
eus man is preferable to that of the 
wicked, on account .of his hope and 
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expectation at death: for these are his 
observations before the text—* I have 
seen the wicked in great power, and 
spreading himself like a green bay-tree : 
yet he passed away, and lo! he was 
not; yea, f sought him, ‘but he could 
not be found.” Then come in thewords 
of the text, to show us ‘that dt is very 
diflerent-with the righteous. “ Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright ; 
for the end -of that man is peace.” 
Then follows, “but the transgressors 
shall be destroyed together; the end of 
the wicked shall be cut off; but the 
salvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord; he is their strength in the time 
of trouble: and the Lord shall help 
them, and deliver them; he shall de- 
liver them from the wicked, and save 
them, because they put. their wust in 
him.” 

As the situation of the perfect and 
upright man is so much preferable to 
that of the wicked, I shall endeavour, 
at thistime, briefly to show, first, what 
it is constitutes such a character; and 
secondly, the grounds he has for peace 
at the last; and then apply the subject 
to the present occasion. 

First. Our Saviour hath told us that 
our whole duty is comprised in love to 
God, and love to our neighbour. On 
these two fundamental principles ‘hang 
all the law and the prephets. This 
shows us that there are duties owing 
from us both to God and man. To 
the question in our catechism, “ What 
dost thou learn by these command- 
ments ?” that is, the commandments of 
God, we have this answer, “I learn 
two things, my duty towards God, and 
my duty towards my neighbour.” On- 
der this view I shall consider our duty 5 
and show, first, what dispusitions, and 
what conduct, towards our Maker, are 
requisite ta constitute the perfect and 
upright man. 

Ist. The foundation of all religion gg 
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belief in God, and a full persuasion 
that he will not fail to reward all those 
who diligently seek him, and faithfully 
serve him. It is thus expressed by an 
apostle: “ Ee that cometh to God, must 
believe that he is; and that he is the 
rewarder of all them that diligently 
seek him.” The gospel likewise in- 
forms us, that we cannot come unto 
God, but through the mediation and 
intercession of Jesus Christ. We must 
therefore believe in Aim. It farther 
teaches us that we cannot do this; we 
cannot believe in him, but through the 
assistance of the 8 Ghost. No 
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost:” of course we 
must believe in Aim also. We_ must 
believe that there are three that bear 


record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 


and the Holy Ghost; and that these 
three are One—one essence —one God. 
The foundation of this belief is the 
word of God, that is, the holy scrip- 
tures, which were given by inspiration 
of God; and communicate his charac- 
ter and will to us. ‘The good man, 
therefore, reverences the scriptures; 
he loves his Bible, and considers it the 
charter of life and immortality to man. 
¥rom thence he receives the rule of 
his faith, and the rule of his life. He 
studies the Bible as the word of God; 
and brings his understanding into the 
obedience of fi aith; he yields his assent 
implicitly to what God hath communi- 
cated; he does not require mathemati- 
cal demonstration for every thing in it, 
but trusts God for the truth of what he 
does not understand; knowing that he 
is wiser than himself; and that his 
thoughts and his ways are not like the 
thoughts and the ways of man. The 
good man never speaks of the Bible, 
nor quotes it, but with reverence; and 
he ever listens to it as to a voice from 
heaven. He loves God supremely. He 
Joves him for what he is in himself—a 
Being possessed of every possible per- 
fection; one altogether amiable and 
lovely; the only object worthy our 
highest regard, and our most profoind 
adoration. He likewise loves lim for 
what he is to man—to himself; his 
Creator, his Redeemer, his 3 Sanctifier, 
his Preserver. He goes to him as to 


»,a.kind and tender parent; he unbosoms 


himself to him with freedom: by his 
prayers he expresses to him his affec- 
tions, the sentiments and wishes of his 
soul. Sensible of his frailties and im- 
perfections, he confesses his own 
unworthiness, his failings, his sins. 
Whenever, by inadvertence, or by the 
impetuosity of his passions, he trans- 
gresses the divine laws, he acknowledges 
it with the most heartfelt compunc- 
tion; he feels his ingratitude, his base- 
ness, in having offended so great, so 
good, so indulgent a Benefactor. Re- 
lying on the divine mercy, as declared 
through Jesus Christ, he earnestly so- 
licits forgiveness 5 and feeling his de- 
pendence upon the grace of God, the 
influences of his Holy Spirit, he humbly 
begs for his assistance ; confidently re- 
lying upon the promise of his Saviour, 
that God will give his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him. He continually 
prays God to protect him by his pro- 
vidence, and to bestow his blessings, 
both spiritual and temporal, upon his 
relations, his friends, and upun all 
mankind; to forgive his enemies, and 
restore them to a better disposition. 
Gratefully impressed with a sense of 
the divine favours, he pours his tribute 
of praise and thanksgiving into the 
bosom of liis heavenly Father, acknow- 
ledging his “ goodnesss and loving-kind- 
ness tu himself, and to all men.” * He 
thanks God for his “ creation, preserva- 
tion, and all the blessings of this life ; 
but above all, for his inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our 


Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 


grace, and for the hope of glory.” As 
he feels these sentiments of love and 
gratitude towards his Maker, they lead 
him to, that conduct which tends to his 
honour and glory. All that he does, 
he wishes to do to the glory of God. 
He is likewise desirous that his fellow- 
men should know how heartily he 
loves and adores his God, and endea- 
vours to stimulate them to the same 
sentiments, and to the same conduct. 
He is, therefore, careful to do nothing 
that carries the appearance of the 
want of awe and reverence for the 
Supreme Being; he never speaks of 
him, or of any of his laws and ordinan- 
ces, but with indications of the pro- 
foundest veneration and awe. Know- 
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ing that suitably to attend upon the 
public worship of God, is not only a 
duty that he owes to him, but a decla- 
ration to his fellow-men, that he pays 
him the adoration that is his due; he 
is never absent from church, but when 
there is absolute necessity for it: to join 
his fellow-christians in the adoration of 
God, the Creator, the Redeemer, the 
Sanctifier of us all, is his highest plea- 
sure. He considers one day in God’s 
house better than a thousand elsewhere. 
He is glad when his friends and neigh- 
hours say unto him, “* We will go into 
the house of the Lord, and fall low on 
our knees before his footstool.” He 
likewise complies with all the institu- 
tions of his blessed Saviour, consider- 
ing that it is through him alone that he 
can obtain the favour of God; he is 
careful to comply with all his direc- 
tions, and thinks nothing unessential 
that he hath commanded to be done ; 
he believes his word, and relies upon 
him to bless and render effectual his 
own institutions; and under all cir- 
cumstances, when oppressed wiih the 
keenest afflictions, and bowed down 
with sorrow, he is still resigned to the 
holy providence of God; and chooses 
that his will should be done rather than 
his own. 

This is briefly the conduct of a good 
man towards God: in this way he ex- 
presses his duty towards him. 

2dly. He is likewise sensible that 
there are duties owing to his fellow- 
men; and these he is equally careful 
to practise. He loves his neighbour 
as himself; that is, he does by all man- 
kind as he would wish them te do by 
him in the like circumstances. In his 
dealings he is careful to represent things 
fairly ; he conceals nothing in a bar- 
gain which he would be loath to have 
concealed from him. He is kind to all 
his fellow-men, ever ready to assist 
them to the utmost of his power. He 
does not consider himself as made for 
himself alone; his property he does 
not conceive to be, strictly speaking, 
his own, but that he holds it under God 
as his steward; he is, therefore, willing 
to use it, as God has directed, in doing 
good; in supporting the institutions of 
religion; in feeding the hungry and 
clothing the naked; not only person- 
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ally, but in a sense much more agree- 
able to the spirit of the precept, with 
his property, visiting, that is relieving, 
the widow and fatherless in their afflic- 
tions; willing to communicate, glad to 
distribute. He is hind and affable in 
his behaviour to all; careful to say and 
do nothing that will justly give offence, 
or wound the feelings of others. He is 
ever ready to instruct those who are 
more ignorant than himself, and listens 
with pleasure to those who can give 
him information. Whenever he is 
abused or insulted, he suppresses his 
anger, and by his mildness, endeavours 
to pacify the resentment of others 5 
never returning injury for mjury, but 
good for evil. He always treats his 
opposers with tenderness; never en- 
deavours to injure either the property 
er the reputation of those who have 
wickedly and maliciously attacked his 
own. Heis not only careful to wrong 
no one himself, but uses his endeavour 
to deter others from it; he openly dis- 
approves of every species of knavery, 
of unjust dealing; and never listens, 
with the least appearance of pleasure, 
to the tale of detraction; but turns his 
ear with disgust from the insinuations 
of the slanderer, and endeavours to 
rescue from obloquy those on whom he 
thinks it has been unjustly cast. As 
he sacredly regards the truth himself, 
he never approves of any degree, or 
any kind of deception in others. In 
his family he is provident and kind, 
careful to promote the happiness of 
all, by suitable restraints and indulgen- 
ces, using his utmost endeavour, that 
they should be religious and virtuous, 
and of course blessed in time and bless- 
edin eternity. This, in short, isthe con- 
duct that the good man practises towards 
his fellow creatures. I shall, therefore, 
now endeavour to show why he is 


happy at death—why his end is peace. | 


Secondly. It is very evident that this 
world is not the end of our being. We 
all of us feel a conscivus sense of duty 
to our Maker. We likewise see that we 
are not immediately punished for the 
transgression of hislaws. The wicked 
and unjust frequently live long, and 
prosper in the world; while the righte- 
ous are afilicted, and cut down in the 
midst of their days. This is a clear 
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indication that there is to be a final 
retribution, when all these things will 
be rectified; that we are to exist in 
another world; and that it will fare 
with us there according to our conduct 
in this. What is thus suggested to us 
by our reason and experienes, is fully 
confirmed by the word of Ged. By 
that we are informed that there shall 
bea resurrection of the just and unjust ; 
that we shall all stand before the jude- 
ment seat of Christ, and receive accord- 
ing to the things done in the body, 
whether they be good or bad. ‘Fhis 
shows us why the end ofthe good man 
is peace. ‘Lhe line of conduct I have 
now described, ts what we are directed 
by our Maker to practice; upon this 
he has stamped his approbation. He 
who practices thus, has-a promise, 
through Christ, of the favour and friend- 
ship of heaven; that God will never’ 
leave nor forsake him; that though he 
walls through the gloomy valley of the 
shadow of death, his rod and his staff 
shall support him. Now it is easy to 
conceive what our reflections will be 
at that solemn hour. The inquiry 
will ‘not be, how much of this world we 
have obtained; how great a mass of 
riches we have acquired; or how far 
we have extended our fame; bat, how 
far we are prepared for that eternal 
world into which we are entering. ‘This 
must be determined by reflecting upon 
our past life, and comparing it with the 
rule of duty prescribed by God. It we 
have comiplied with this rule, as far as 
human infirmity will admit, we shall 
feel’ peace and serenity within. But if 
we have neglected this rule, if we have 
disregarded the injunctions of our God 
and Saviour,. anxiety and horror will 
seize our minds. He who, at that hour, 
can reflect upon a well spent life, and: 
realize a liearty compliance with the 
terms of the gospel—a constant and 
strict attention to its holy precepts and 
ordinances, looks up to God as his 
friend—considers heaven as his home, 
and feels as if just escaping the dangers 
of a tempestuous ocean, ¥nd about to 
enter the haven of rest and peace. 
He, with the utmost confidence, com- 
mits his soul into the hands of his 
Saviour, firmly persuaded that he will 
¢seserve it from evil spirits, that he 
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will receive it immediately to blessed- 
ness, and “ at the general resurrection, 
raise up his body to behold for ever 
the face of God in the glories of Jesus 
Christ.” He anticipates the state of 
bliss and glory promised to the righte- 
ous after the judgment of the great 
day, when God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
erving, but they shall enter into the 
joy of their Lord; who will bestow 
upon them Henour, glory, and im- 
mortality ; admitting them to his right 
hand, where is fulness of joy, and plea- 
sure for evermore; such as eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive. ‘The religious, the good, the 
upright’ man, is capable of reflections 
like these ; nothing is too great for him 
to expect; let hins raise his expecta- 
tions ever so high, his enjoyments will! 
far exceed them; for it is man. only 
that expects; it is God that bestows. 
But if from diffidence, from a humbie 
view of his own unworthiness, from 2 
distrust of himself—of his genuine con- 
trition for his sins—of the fruitfulness 0} 
his faith—if from these considerations 
he has his fears, still he has his hopes ; 
and his fears will soon be dissipated ; 
God will support him; and though -he 
feels not perfect confidence in his favour 
and approbation,. this is but his. infir- 
mity, and still his end will be peace. 
If he has been honest and faithful in 
his duty, notwithstanding his own ap- 
prehensions, he will surely find peace 
at his death; he shall enter into the 
joy of his Lord; and happily discover 
that his fears and apprehensions were 


but his infirmity, which ceased with-his- 


breath, and shall never again be per- 
mitted to disturb his peace and tran- 
quillity. 

This, my brethren, is the end of the 
perfect and upright man; and who- 
ever we see thus ending his days,. it 
becomes us to notice it, and learn a 
useful lesson from it. ‘ Mark the per- 
fect man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man. is peace.” 

After having delineated this charac- 
ter, are you not ready, my brethren, to 
apply it at onee to him, whose remains 
now lie before us. If so, and I have 








RR RE eS On REY 


ee a ee 


aw 


Um + 


PERE OIE f 


— 


LET LN a 









































Ave 


te 





SS a 


i ale 


Ar EER 


November, 1824.] 


no doubt but it is the case, * better was 
the day of his death, than the day of 
his birth.” As far as we can judge, 
for God only knows the heart, this was 
the man. He was perfect and upright 
in the sense of the text, therefore his 
end was peace. Still, on his own rec- 
titude of heart and life, he did not de- 
pend for acceptance with God. He 
felt the infirmities of his nature, and 
his deficiencies in duty; and if he felt 
this, how much more should most of 
us feel it? Man, considered in him- 
self, has nothing to recommend him to 
a pure and holy God, who charges 
even his angels, the bright intelligences 
of heaven, with folly. It is penitence 
and faitlt in the Redeemer alone, that 
can qualify fallen man for the accept- 
ance of his Maker. ‘Tris was deeply. 
felt, and this penitence and faith were 
professed and exercised, by our depart- 
ed friend; and on this greund, even 
the greatest of sinners are assured of 
forgiveness and reconciliation with 
heaven; in the exereise of these, the 
upright man walks with God as his 
friend. Thus did the holy man whose 
remains are now before us, walk on his 
heavenly way, with as few deviating 
steps, as the infirmity of human nature 
will admit. He was not only habitu- 
ally and humbly penitent, but irre- 
proachable in his conduct ; it appeared 
the fixed principle of his heart, faith- 
fully to discharge his duty towards 
God and towards man. He ever ex- 
pressed the most profound reverence 
for God, and the highest veneration for 
his institutions. From early life, he 
has been aregular and constant attend- 
ant upon public worship; and from 
that time to the day of his death, he 
participated in all the holy ordinances 
of the church. With a lively faith in 
its divine Head and Founder, he en- 
deavoured to “keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace and in righte- 
ousness of life.”” The peace that Christ 
imparted to his disciples rested on him, 
and every thing in his power was done 
to preserve it, not only in the church 
in which he was embraced, but in every 
community to which he stood related. 
He was liberal, not merely from a 
blind impulse, but from a sense of duty 
te God; and the church has tost ia 
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him, not only one of her brightes¢ 
ornaments of holiffess, but one whose 
heart and hand were always open to 
her wants. Providence marked him 
out as its favourite son; and in filiat 
gratitude to his heavenly Father, he 
distributed, with a liberal hand, the trea- 
sure committed to his eare. God made 
him one of his almoners to the poor ; 
and thus favoured, he made such 
friends of the mammon of unrighteous- 
ness, as have doubtless now received 
him into everlasting habitations. In 
this way he converted the grossness of 
earthly. riches, into that pure and hea- 
venly treasure, which wili abide with 
him for ever. This, O wealth, is the 
principal thing that makes thee desir- 
able. 

It is needless to mention his qualities 
as-a husband, father, and friend; even 
the mere allusion awakens emotions 
that speak their value more clearly 
than is in the power of words; and 
humanity bids to desist, lest the recol- 
lection of the less should sting with, 
grief that no language can assuage. 

To say all he -deserves, in few 
words, he was an honest man and a 
good Christian; such a Christian as 
St. James would have approved; he 
showed his faith by his works, and 
therefore had no oceasion to proclaim 
it upon the house top. 

But after ail, the gloom that his death 
has cast over this congregation, and the 
tears of the poor, are his best eulogium. 

Although advanced in age, and 
brought to the grave like a shock of 
corn fully ripe, yet his death is a sore 
affliction to his family, and we heartily 
condele with them, and participate in 
their sorrow. But the same confidence 
that he had in the good providence of 
God, will satisfy you that this afflictive 
dispensation is intended for your benefit. 
God is the best judge of what is proper 
for us, and he is the rightful disposer of 
ourselves, and of all we possess. He 
gives and he takes away, and we should 
always be ready to say, “ blessed be 
his holv name.” The character your 
departed friend has left behind, must 
be nothing to your grief; it is a rich 
legacy to his widow, children, and 
friends, an inheritance that no enemy 
cap take from you; for the “righteous 





i oor nae 








ems eh 


ct hh TN A, om et De 


are ee a gel ene 


$26 The Rev: Mr. Butler’s Funeral Sermon. 


shall be had in everlasting remem- 
brance.” [t will always give you plea- 
sure to reflect upon his virtues, and 
even under the severity of your present 
sorrow, you find it greatly assuaged, 
by mourning not without hope. Into 
your present wound, Christianity pours 
its healing balm. We have reason to 
believe that your departed friend is 
now in possession of the pleasures of 
paradise, where he will joyfully wait 
for the redemption of his body, on 
the glorious morning of the resurrec- 
tion. We have but little occasion to 
mourn for the dead who die in the 
Lord; they are only invited before us 
to our Father’s house, where we may 
hope soon to meet them, if like them 
we are found worthy of admittance. 
Dry up your tears, therefore, and en- 
deavour to make yourselves ready for 
a welcome reception into that blest 
abode. 

Next to the family, we of the vestry 
are affected by this death. We have 
Jost our father, the first officer in rela- 
tion to the temporalities of the church, 
and the first in supporting its spiritual 
interests, by his ardent zeal, his unos- 
tentatious devotion, and his peaceable 
demeanour. As his counsels and ex- 
ample tended to our harmony while 
living, let the remembrance of them 
continue their influence now he is dead. 
While we shed our tears over his re- 
mains, and witness our veneration for 
his character, let us be careful to follow 
the steps in which he trod, look with 
faith to the same divine Redeemer, and 
like him render an exact obedience to 
all his precepts and ordinances. Then 
may we hope to meet our venerable 
father, where friends never part, where 
sorrow never enters; and anticipate 
with joy, the time when that lifeless 
body, now about to moulder into dust, 
shall, together with ours, be reanimat- 
ed, spiritualized, bereft of corruption, 
adorned with celestial beauty, and shine 
forth in the kingdom of our heavenly 
Father, as the brightness of the firma- 
ment, and as the stars for ever and 
ever. Let our deportment, therefore, 
be such as to fill us with the hope of 
thus uniting again with him for whom we 
at present mourn; and set, as we are, 
as examples to this congregation, let 
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us endeavour to stimulate all its mem- 
bers with this holy ardour, that so we 
may not only meet together here to 
worship our God and Saviour, but con- 
tinue united in the same divine service, 
in our intelligent part, when our bodies 
are mouldering in the dust; and rise 
from our graves, a little harmonious 
group, to unite with the innumerable 
company of the redeemed of all nations 
and ages, and enter triumphantly with 
them. in the train of our blessed Lord, 
into the regions of everlasting day. 

But notwithstanding all the consola- 
tions, and all the hopes afforded us by 
Christianity on this occasion, yet we 
of this congregation have great cause 
to weep; we are deeply afflicted; we 
have met with a heavy loss by this 
death. Our departed friend was the 
first that moved the organization of our 
congregation; and to his prudence, per- 
severance, and liberality, we are greatly 
indebted, under God, for our present 
prosperity. Ie spared neither labour, 
pains, nor expense, in rearing this fa- 
brick, and in supporting the holy ordi- 
nances administered in it. Nor is it we 
alone that have occasion to deplore this 
sad event; the churchat large is deeply 
affected; one of the most copious 
streams of her bounty is dried up ; and 
many of her children, like the ancient 
peopl. of God in captivity, will hang 
their harps upon the willows that now 
wither by the side of a dreary channel, 
emptied of its refreshing waters. 

Still, afflicted as we all are, God hath 
done it, and we must not complain. 
He can open to us other sources of re- 
lief; and if he does not, patience and 
resignation are the duties we owe him. 
This is not our home; “ we are stran- 
gers and pilgrims on the earth. Here 
we must have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer,” our divine Redeemer has 
overcome the world; and he sends us 
afflictions to aid usin the same noble 
conquest. They are but fora moment, 
yet they work for us an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; they are help- 
ing us forward to that blessed place, 
where tears shall be wiped away; and 
elevating us to that heavenly state, 
where our Saviour is already gone to 
prepare mansions for us that shall never 
decay, and where joys await us, beyond 








OT TO TS 




















= al SS eC 


edt we mew «iF ww YF CU 


oer a oe 





ee 


, 
Oe 


SSP Ree IE Re BEER eR ee TR oP ray) 





oI =m 


a Ore ann ea 





November, 1824. ] 


what tongue can tell or heart conceive. 
In our keenest sorrows, therefore, let 
us say, ‘Thy will, O God, be done; thou 
art our Father, and we will love thee; 
thou art our God, and we will rejoice, 
that on any terms, sinners as we are, 

we may be permitted to reign with 
thee. Let us thus, my brethren, cheer 
our dark and dreary way through this 
valley of tears; let our hopes be fixed 
on heaven; and we can then patiently 
endure the afilictions that attend us 
here. ‘They are sent upon us by that 
kind Providence, which ever watches 
over us for our good. The present 
scene of things will soon be over; and 
then it will matter little how we fared 
here, if our happiness is secured here- 
after. In the midst of life we are in 
death; each day brings us on nearer 
to eternity, and it will soon open upon 
us in allits grandeur. To be happy 
ihere, is all that is worth the ardour of 
our immortal souls. Nothing that is 
greatly valuable is to be found here 
below; the true and durable riches 
must be sought for in the ways of piety 
and virtue, and secured in the regions 
above. ‘There, then, let-us place our 
treasure, that our hearts may be there 
also. While we are here in the body, 
we must be contented with our indi- 
gence, and must expect to encounter 
difficulties, temptations, and dangers. 
Still we must not despair, but persevere 
with diligence, and fight manfully the 
zood fight of faith. Death will put a 
period to our labour, close our warfare, 
and crown us with victory. ‘Then we 
may look forward with joy to the great 
and last day, when we shall receive a 
glorious triumph; a triumph infinitely 
superiur to any that an undistinguish- 
ing world can bestow. ‘The innumer- 
able host of angels will welcome us into 
their illustrious ranks, and the glorious 
company of just men made perfect will 
stand as our companions; while, truly 


to ennoble our nature, and complete : 


our exaltation, the great Judge will pro- 
nounce the blessed sentence, * Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

Grant, we beseech thee, gracious 
God, that this may be tee happy lot of 
every one of us, through the merits of 
thy beloved Son. 
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From the Washington Theological Repertory. 
THE LATE MRS. MOORE. 


Extract froma Sermon delivered by 
the Rev. Dr. Wilmer, in the Monu- 
mental Church in Richmond, on Sun- 
day, 8th August, on the occasion of 
the death of Mrs. Meore, consort of 
the Right Rev. Dr. Moore, Bishop 
of Virginia.* 

In adverting to the melancholy event 
which has just closed the grave over 
the mortal remains of our friend, it is 
rot my intention to attempt any thing 
like eulogium on the deceased. Did 
not other considerations forbid such an 
effort on the present occasion, the cus- 
tom itself has become so common and 
so indiscriminate in its application, that 
it has lost all its value even in the case 
of those whose virtues eminently de- 
serve to be recorded and proclaimed 
with applause. But, though panegy- 
rick has become thus degraded, and 
though human praise or censure is 
alike unimportant to those who now 
inhabit eternity, it is, nevertheless, on 
fit Occasions proper; and it may be 
useful to those who survive, to cherish 
the memory of departed worth, and to 
animate ourselves by the example of 
those who have gone before us in the 
race of immortality, and who have won 
the prize. 

The instance before us, serves to il- 
lustrate and confirm the value and be- 
nefits of religious principles, and of an 
early devotion to them. You who 
knew her, need not be told of the meek- 
ness of her disposition, the gentleness 
of her manners, the affectionate kind- 
ness and charity of her heart, and the 
exemplary tenour of her whole life. 
There have been many who have shed 
a more dazzling lustre in their path, but 
there have been few who have exhibit- 
ed a more unaffected and genuine train 
of Christian virtues. 

The Almighty had, indeed, endow- 
ed her constitution with amiable and 
benevolent tendencies, and moulded it 
intoa bland and happy temperament. 


aw 





* We deem it a matter of justice to the au- 
thor to state, that he was accidentally on a 
visit to the bishop on this oceasion, and that he 
had but a few hours to prepare that part of 
the discourse from which this extract is now 
given at our request.—L£d. 
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But it was not upon these constitutional 
principles that her virtue was founded. 
Many there are, in whose nature God 
has scattered all the kind and gentle 
elements of whatever is amiable, lovely, 
and of good report, who yet have ne- 
ver devoted their habits and affections 
to him who made and redeemed them; 
and who, in the day of eternity, will 
see all their fair frame-work of virtue 
condemned by reason of the corrupt, or 
selfish, or defective motives which kept 
their moral mechanism in motion. In 
her case,a moral constitution naturally 
amiable, was re-touched by grace, and 
this it was that gave efficacy and virtue 
and charm to all her “ moral doings.” 
Her morality was the result of piety, 
and that the effect of a divine change 
wrought in her heart, and attendant up- 
on efforts early begun and long conti- 
nued. Upwards of thirty-seven years 
ago she was awakened to a sense of 
the necessity of this change, under the 
ministry of kim with whom a more ten- 
der and endearing relation was formed 
ten years afterwards. Since that period 
she faithfully performed the duties be- 
longing to her station, as far as an en- 
feebled constitution and delicate health 
would permit. As a wife and mother, 
she was faithful, tender, assiduous; as 
a mistress, kind and‘compassionate 5 as 
adriend, sincere and affectionate. In 
her, the poor always found a friend, 
whose hand was open te relieve them 
according to her power. Qne virtue 
she possessed in a remarkable degree. 
Never was she known to speak evil 
of her neighbour, or to hearken to the 
tale of slander whispered round by ma- 
lice. Kindness dwelt upon her tongue, 
because charity reigned in her heart. 
Her manners were so gentle, and her 
benevolence so abounding, that she ne- 
ver made an enemy or lost a friend. 
For ‘twelve years her health had 
been impaired, and she thereby became 
disabled from the active discharge of 
duty. But there was still remaining 
the same strength of principle, the 
same affectionate solicitude for the wel- 
fare of those around her,* which mark- 





* In her dying moments, she evinced deep 
solicitude for the spiritual welfare of her chil- 
dren; and made it ainong her last requests to 
her vencrable partner, that he would eontinue 


‘faith its full reward. 
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ed the days of her health and vigour. 
Above all, she displayed, what, per- 
haps, is the hardest of all virtues to ac- 
quire, a calm acquiescence in this very 
necessity of exemption from active life, 
and a perfect resignation under the 
pains, infirmities and deprivations in- 
duced by a weak and disordered frame. 
—Some are called to show their faith 
by suffering, others by doing the will 
of God. And often it requires more 
virtue to act one’s part well in the fer- 
mer than in the latter case. 

It is principally by the silent and un- 
obtrusive virtues, that the great duties 
and charities of life are upheld and 
promoted ; and to the steady and per- 
severing exercise of these, a deep and 
vital principle is necessary, which, 
while it prompts to the performance, 
‘looks for its reward to the pleasure and 
the prize of well doing. It is this prin- 
ciple alone which can operate with ha- 
bitual and unabating influence in every 
scene and circumstance, and especially 
in those cases which no splendour gilds, 
no fame inspires, and no applause ex- 
cites. In that great day when God 
shall judge the secrets of all hearts, the 
private history of the Christian, his 
triumphs over his passions, his calm 
acquiescence under the ills of life, the 
unostentatious, untiring round of family 
and social duties, known only to God 
and himself, will prove to be more il- 
lustrious in themselves, and more wor- 
thy of the crown of life, than the most 
magnificent actions that shine out with 
so much lustre in the private er public 
histories of mankind * 

At length, the destined hour arrived, 
when her mortal sorrows were to re- 
ceive their final termination, and her 
Ker Jast illness 
was sudden, having assumed its alarm- 
ing aspect only twe days before her 
death. But it was not so sudden as to 





to impress upon then the great concergs of re- 
ligion. 
* © Ask him, indeed, what trophies he has 

rais’d, 

Or what achievements of immortal fame 

He purposes, and he shall answer—None. 

His warfare is within. ‘There unfatigued 

His fervent spirit labours. There he fights, 

And there obtains fresh tviamphs o’er himself, 

And never withering wreaths, compared with 
which 

The laurels that 2 Cesar reaps, are weeds” 
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prevent her from exercising, and her 
friends from witnessing, those Christian 
graces of faith, and patience, and resig- 
nation, which had shone in her life. 
Death had no terrors for her who had 
already learned to die daily. She bad 
not now to commence the work of pre- 
paration for eternity--not now to unravel 
the web of her former life by a bitter 
repentance—not now to form an ac- 
quaintance with Jesus Christ. She had 
glorified him on earth—she had finish- 
ed the work he had given her to do, and 
she was ready and desirous to depart 
and be with him. 

To those who are best prepared, it 
is a solemn thing to die. The break- 
ing down of this earthly tabernacle, the 
disruption which it brings with it of 
every earthly tie—the separation which 
it makes from all those objects which 
have attached themselves to our hearts 
—and all the associations of dreariness 


_and gloom with which our imagination 


clothes the grave, necessarily awaken 
in every reflecting bosom, emotions of 
acute sensibility. But to the upright, 
there ariseth light inthis darkness; and 
in this multitude of emotions, his heart 
is refreshed by that divine presence who 
vouchsafes to guide and comfort his sey- 
vants in their hourofneed. Though 
I walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, I will fear noevil.”” When 
this passage was repeated to our de- 
parted friend, she replied with a smile 
—‘ No, there is no evil there.’ Long- 
ing to be gone, she added soon after, 
and they were her last words, “ Come, 
Lord Jesus, and come quickly.” ‘the 
silver cord was then loosened; her 
spirit gently departed, and she sweetly 
fell asleep in Jesus. 

We will not mourn for her, then, as 
those without hope ; but mingle with 
the tears which friendship is permitted 
to shed over her grave, our thanks to 
God, ‘ for the example of this his ser- 
vant, who, having finished her course 
in faith, is delivered from the burden of 
the flesh, and now rests from her la- 
bours.’? And let us offer, as is most 
due, our sympathy and prayers in be- 
half of a bereaved family, and especial- 
ly-of him our beloved father, who is 
thus cut off from the endearments of so 
tender a friendship, at a period of life 

Vou. VIII, 
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when the resources of enjoyment are 
so much abridged, and when it can ill 
spare the few remaining props it has 
left. May the God of Jacob be his re- 
fuge! May he live to enjoy that sub- 
lime luxury, the greatest that can glad- 
den a faithful pastor’s heart, the hap- 
piness of seeing his beloved flock, for 
whom he has laboured with so many 
tears, growing in grace and in the know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ! May the voice 
which issues this day from the tomb, 
prove more effectual even than that 
which has spoken so often from this 
pulpit; and may the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls effectually 
teach us by his providence and grace 
‘so to number our days, that we ma 

apply our hearts unto wisdom !” 


——— 
For the Christian Journal. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of a Con- 
vention of the Diocese of Virginia, 
held at Staunton, Augusta County, 
on the 20th, 21st, and 22d days of 
May, 1824. 


Tue convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, thirteen 
clergymen, and sixteeen lay-delegates, 
representing fifteen parishes. 

It was opened with divine service, 
performed by the Rev. Reuel Keith, 
Professor in the Theological School of 
Virginia, and a Sermon preached by 
the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, rector 
of Frederickville parish, Albemarle. 

On motion, resolved, That John G. 
Williams be appointed secretary to 
this convention. 

On motion, resolved, That Mr. Ro- 
bert Greenhow be appointed treasurer 
to the convention. 

The following preamble and resolu- 
tion was offered by the Rev. William 
Meade, and unanimously adopted. 

Whereas. Mr. William Munford, - 
who has for many years served this 
convention as secretary and treasurer, 
has signified by letter, his wish to re- 
sign these charges; it is hereby 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
convention be returned to him for the 
obliging and faithful manner in which 
he has performed the duties of the said 
offices, and that the Right Rev. Bishop 
Moore be requested to express the 

42 
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same to him, in the name of the con- 
vention, and to add their best wishes 
for his prosperity and happiness. 

Contributions were received by the 
secretary, from sundry parishes, a- 
mounting to $ 361 62. 

By the treasurer’s account it appears 
thai the receipts of the past year, added 
to a balance in the treasury, were 
$ 878 91; and that the expenses had 
been $661 46; leaving a balance of 
$ 217 45. 

From the account of the treasurer of 
the Prayer Book and Tract Society of 
Virginia, it appears that the receipts, 
during the past year, had been $24 98. 

Frow the account of the treasurer of 
the Fund for the relief of the Widows 
and Orpbans of deceased Clergymen 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
Virginia, it appears that the said tund 
amounts to $ 5460 31. 

The Rey. Charles H. Page, from 
the committee appointed to examine 
the state of the Fund for the permanent 
support of the Episcopate in this dio- 
cese, presented a report, which was 
read, as follows :— 

The committee to whom was refer- 
red the account of the Bishop’s Fund, 
report, that since the last report, as 
appears by the treasurer’s account here- 
to annexed, that there are in Alexan- 
dria, 41 shares in the Farmer’s Bank, at 
50 dollars each, (par value) making 
2050 dollars, dividing 6 per cent.; also 
6 shares in the Bank of Alexandria, 
the par value, 200 dollars each, mak- 
ing 1200 dollars, dividing five percent. 

The total amount in Stocks, $ 3250. 

Amount of cashin hand, 205 66 
to be vested in Stock. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Crarves H. Page, Chairman. 

The said report was, on the question 
put thereupon, approved by the con- 
vention. 

The following appointments were 
made :— 

Delegates tc the General Conven- 
tion—The Rev. William H,. Wilmer, 
the Rev. William Meade, the Rev. 
William Wickes, the Rev. Frederick 
W. Hatch, Dr. Carter Berkeley, Mr. 
John Nelson, jun. Mr. William Mayo, 
and Mr. Philip Nelson. 

Standing Committee—The Rev. 
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William H. Wilmer, the Rev. John 
Dunn, the Rev. Oliver Norris, the 
Hon. Bushrod Washington, Mr. Ed- 
mund J. Lee, and Mr. George Taylor. 

On motion, resolved, That the next 
meeting of the convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church for the dio- 
cese of Virginia, shall be held in the 
city of Richmond. 

On motion, resolved, That the stand- 
ing committee be directed to publish 
the canons of the Church, in the form 
of a letter, relative to the candidates 
for holy orders, and to draw up proper 
forms of recommendation, for the use 
of such candidates, in order to avoid 
the many inconveniences which have 
hitherto attended their application for 
orders. 

The following preamble and resolu- 
tions were offered by the Rev. William 
H. Wilmer :— 

Whereas there are throughout the 
state, in the possession of families and 
individuals, many valuable books, the 
remnants of ancient libraries, that are 
of but little use to their owners, but 
which would be of great value to the 
theological school of this diocese, 

It is hereby resolved, That the 
friends of the Church, who are in pos- 
session of such books as they can con- 
veniently spare, be, and they are here- 
by respectfully requested to send them, 
for the use of the school, to the minister 
of the parish, or of the adjoining parish, 
or to professor Keith, of Alexandria. 

Resolved also, That the clergy and 
laity of the diocese, who have in their 
possession Journals of the convention 
of this state, holden anterior to the 
year 1812, be requested to forward 
them to the Rev. William H. Wilmer, 
of Alexandria, for the purpose of en- 
abling him to publish the whole of 
them in regular series, and in a com- 
pact form. 


The Parochial reports* furnish the 





* We have often observed, inthe Journals of 
different conveutions, an incorrectness of ex- 
Erepiae, by which it would appear that the 

arochial reports are to be made to the cov- 
vention. Thisis not so. ‘They are to he made 
to the dishop, or, where there is no bishop, to 
the president of the convention. (Canon xly. 
Gen. Con. 1808.) in the Journal now before 
us, for instance, it is stated that a cormittee 
was appointed “to examine the Purochial re 





RE 


a 


eas 


eins: ~~ eA 





SPOT EIN 





REIT IE 





Not 


foll 
dul 
39% 





se 
id 
/e@ 
or 


ie 





PT “CEN TMS RY agit 








i i a a et ee 


Leg ae 





November, 1824.} 


following aggregate:—Baptisms* (a- 
dults 4, children 52, not specified 334) 
390—Marriages 65—Funerals 196— 
Communicants 432. 

Of the baptisms, 12 children, and 
26 not specified, were coloured. 

The Rev. William Meade, from the 
members of the board of trustees of the 
theological school, present in Staun- 
ton, presented a report, which was 
read, as follows :— 

The trustees of the theological 
school of Virginia, now present, though 
not in sufficient number to form a 
quorum, feel it their duty to submit to 
the convention the followiag repert :— 

At the last meeting of the trustees, 
the Rev. Reuei Keith was engaged as 
professor in the institution, and re- 
quested to hold himself in readiness to 
take charge of it whenever it should go 
into operation. He accordingly set- 
tled in Alexandria, in the month of 
October last, and has had under his 
charge since that time, from twelve to 
fourteen students, thirteen of whom 
were candidates for orders. There are, 
at present, under his care, eleven young 
men pursuing their studies, with fair 





ports.” The report of that committee is opened 
as follows :—** The committee on the Parochial! 
reports have taken them into consideration, 
and beg leave to present them to the conven- 
tion, in the following condensed form.” Now 
what right, it may be asked, has a convention 
thus to dispose of reports made to the bishop ? 
The canon supposes nothing more than their 
being read in consention, and entered on the 
Journals. In one af the Parochial reports, we 
meet with these expressions—“ The minister 
of this parish, encouraged by the success with 
which it has pleased heaven to erown his en- 
deavours in this cause, begs leave to state to 
the Church, the method which, by experience, 
he has found most effectual, in the hope of in- 
ducing his brethren to make trial of the same.” 
**He is firmly persuaded that no other plan 
will produce half the effect, or will long con- 
tinue in operation, and therefore urges his 
brethnen to adopt that, which his own experi- 
ence, for many years, has proved to be success- 
tu.” This must, of course, have proceeded 
from the impression that the report was made 
to the convention, and not to the bishop. 

While on the subject of the Parochial reports, 
we are reminded of the regret we felt, on pe- 
rusing the Journal before us, that it did not 
contain that uniformly interesting document, 
ihe bishop’s address, required by the canon to 
be inserted on the Journal—Ed. C. J. 

* In one of the reports we read as follows— 
** Four have been added to the Church—bap- 
tisms 11.” What is the difference between 
being baptized, and being added to the Church ? 
Ed. Christ. Journal. 
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prospect of their future respectability 
and usefulness; and it is expected that 
not less than twenty will wish to enter 
at the ensuing session. During the 
present term, the students have been 
instructed by the professor in biblical 

literature and criticism, the original 

languages of the Bible, Prideaux’s Con- 
nexiens, Horne on the Inspifation of 
the Scriptures, Jahn’s Archzolgy, But- 
ler’s Analogy, and Magee on the 
Atonement. ‘ihe more advanced class 
has recited to the Rev. William H. 

Wilmer, who has had charge of the 
department of Systematic Theology, 
Pearson on the Creed, Burnet on the 
Articles, and such other authors as the 
time admitted, and the course of study 
prescribed by the house of bishops re 

quired. 

The trustees take great pleasure in 
contemplating the present state and en- 
couraging prospects of the school; and 
in bearing testimony, as far as they 
know and believe, to the zeal, fidelity, 
and ability, with which the professors 
have discharged the duties of their pro- 
fessorship. ‘They feel it incumbent on 
them also to state, from satisfactory in- 
formation, that the whole course of 
studies has been entirely conformed to 
the canons of the Church. 

Under the present circumstances of 
the school, the trustees are of opinion, 
that Alexandria is the best place for 
the present location, and they beg leave 
to recommend to the convention, the 
adoption of a resolution to that effect. 

The account of the treasurer here- 
with submitted, will show the state of 
the funds. Various obstacles have in- 
terposed against the collections expect- 
ed to be made for this object. In 
addition to the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments which have prevented the ac- 
quisition of new subscriptions, and re- 
tarded the collection of those already 
obtained, a difficulty has occurred on 
the ground, that the terms of the sub- 
scription involved a condition of loca- 
tion, which has not been observed on 

the part of the Church. The hope, 
however, is entertained, that when the 
inconvenience, and even impractica- 
bility of establishing the school at Wil- 
liamsburg are considered, with the ad- 
vantages of the place now proposed 
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for its location, the objections that have 
accrued will be removed. Williams- 
burg is too remote and inaccessible to 
justify the hope, that students can be 
obtained for a theological institution at 
that place. The experiment was tried 
there for one year without success, and 
no hope of success seemed to present 
itself in the time to come. No sooner 
was the trial made in Alexandria, than 
the number of students, and the means 
of supporting the indigent among them, 
increased beyond our most sanguine 
expectations. All that is now wanting 
to complete success, under the blessing 
of God, is the liberal cooperation of the 
friends of the Church. A pious and 
well qualified minister of our Church 
has devoted himself entirely to the 
arduous duties of an instructor of the 
pious youth who wish to be qualified 
for the work of the ministry, and re- 
quires only a moderate support for 
himself and family: that support, the 
trustees are unable as yet toafford from 
the interest of their vested fund, and 
have to call upon the liberality of the 
friends of the Church to give them the 
ability, by the prompt payment of the 
subscriptions already made, and by the 
most active exertions to obtain others. 

We cannot hope for a full and per- 
manent supply of pious and well educat- 
ed ministers from any other source 
than the institution we commend to the 
liberal patronage of our members. 

The number of pious young men 
who are desirous to devote their lives 
to this sacred cause, is continually in- 
creasing, and the disposition to aid the 
more needy of them to procure a suit- 
able education, is increasing in an equal 
degree; and to ug do both the pious 
youths and their benevolent patrons 
look for an institution which shall 
furnish them that instruction by means 
of suitable professors. 


From the treasurer’s account above 
mentioned, it appears that the contri- 
butions, during the past year, amounted 
to $ 1943 74; and that the present 
amount of the fund is $ 6119 35. 

The report was, on the question put 
thereupon, received by the convention. 

On motion, resolved, That the theo- 
logical school of Virginia be located 
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for the present in the town of Alex- 
andria 

On motion, resolved, That the thanks 
of this convention be presented to the 
secretary, for his faithful services ren- 
dered during the present session. 

The following preamble and resolu- 
tion were offered by the Rev. William 
Meade, and adopted. 

Whereas tlie bishop has signified to 
the convention, his desire and intention 
of employing an assistant,* which is 
now rendered absolutely necessary to 
the discharge of his Episcopal duties in 
the diocese, and that he is willing to 
pay one-half of the assistant’s salary 
out of his own purse ; 

Therefore, resolved, That as soon as 
the bishop shall have obtained an as- 
sistant, he communicate the same to 
the ministers and vestries, stating what 
would be needful on their part, to the 
support of said assistant, and making 
such a representation of all the circum 
stances of the case, as he may deem 
most effectual. 

The convention adjourned, to meet 
again in the city of Richmond, on the 
third Thursday in May next. 

The clergy of the diocese of Vir- 
ginia consist of the bishop, and thirty- 
three presbyters and deacons. 





For the Christian Journal. 
Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Annual Convention of the Diocese 
of Connecticut , held in St. Michael’s 
Church, Litchfield, on the 2d and 
3d of June, 1824. 


THE convention was composed of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, twenty- 
eight presbyters, three deacons, and 
thirty-four lay-delegates, representing 
twenty-nine parishes. 

It was opened with morning prayer, 
read by the Rev. Henry R. Judah, 
rector of St. John’s church, Bridgeport, 
and a sermon preached by the Rev. 
Benjamin Benham, rector of St. John’s 
church, New-Milford, and church, 
Brookfield. 

The Rev. Menzies Rayner declined 
a re-election to the office of secretary. 

The Rev. Birdsey G. Noble was 


* We presume in his parochial ity. 
—Fd. CF. p eis 
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elected secretary, and Burrage Beach, 
esq. assistant secretary. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention of 1808, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Brownell delivered the 
following address :— 


My brethren of the clergy, and of 
the laity, 


The good providence of God has 
again permitted us to assemble in con- 
vention, for the purpose of devising 
measures for tlie welfare of his Charch. 
May the great Head of the Church be 
present with us: may we realize his 
presence: may he graciously preside 
over our deliberations, and direct all 
our counsels and endeavours to the 
promotion of his own glory, and the 
good of his people. 

We have abundant reason for thank- 
fulness, that our heavenly Father still 
continues to smile upon this portion of 
his vineyard. No circumstances of a 
peculiarly adverse nature have occur- 
red to any of the parishes within this 
diocese during the past year; and many 
of them have experienced liberally the 
divine blessing, in increase of numbers, 
and in spiritual edification. A personal 
inspection of almost every portion of 
the diocese, has enabled me to bear 
testimony to the general faithfulness 
and zeal exhibited by the clergy ; and 
1 entertain the hope, that their labours 
and privations are duly estimated by 
the people of their charge. 

Such is the compactness of the dio- 
cese, and the facility of communication 
between the several parts of it, that I 
need not take up your time with par- 
ticular remarks upon the several pa- 
rishes which I have visited since the 
last convention. It will be sufficient, 
that in fulfilling the duty imposed on 
me by the 45th canon of the General 
Convention, I give you a brief state- 
ment of the affairs of the diocese, and 
a general summary of my official pro- 
ceedings since our last meeting. 

During the past year, I have visited 
a great number of parishes where no 
duties peculiarly episcopal have been 
performed. Still 1 have reason to be- 
lieve that these visits have been pro- 
ductive of salutary effects, in strength- 
ening the hands, and encouraging the 
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hearts of the clergy, andin animating 
the zeal of the laity. It is my purpose, 
hereafter, to make my course of visita- 
tion more methodical, and by divine 
permission, to visit every parish in the 
diocese, at least once in two years; 
while I may hope to visit many of 
them annually. I trust that, in almost 
every parish, the zeal of the clergy, 
and the faithfulness of parents and 
guardians, will be able to bring forward 
a goodly number of youth, to receive 
the interesting and solemn “laying on 
of*hands.”—Confirmations have been 
so generally held throughout the dio- 
cese, in the two years preceding the 
last, that I have administered this rite 
in only six parishes, since our last con- 
vention. These parishes, and the num- 
bers confirmed, are as follows, viz: 

June 29th, 1823, at Fairfield, to 14 
persons; October 14th, at New-Pres- 
ton, te 16 do.; do. 15th, at Sharon, to 
16do.; November 7th, at Chatham, to 
24 do.; do. 18th, at Plymouth, (St. 
Peter’s,) to 25 do.; do. (St. Matthew’s,) 
to 11.—In all, 106. 

On the 30th of June last, at St. John’s 
church, Stamford, I admitted the Rev. 
Ambrose 8S. Todd, to the holy order of 
priests, and the same day instituted him 
as rector of that parish.—On the 4th 
of August last, William Shelton, late a 
student in the General Theological Se- 
minary, was admitted to the holy order 
of deacons, at St. Peter’s church, Che- 
shire—On the 4th of November last, 
at Christ church, Middletown, Edward 
J. Ives, Charles J. Todd, Enoch Hunt- 
ington, and Ashbel Steele, were ordain- 
ed deacons; and at the same time and 
place, the Rev. James Keeler, and the 
Rev. Ransom Warner, were admitted 
to the holy order of priesthood—On 
the 5th of November last, the Rev. 
William Jarvis was ordained priest in 
the church at East-Haddam, and on 
the 21st March, in the present year, 
Hector Humphrey was admitted to 
the holy order of deacons, at Trinity 
church, New-Haven. These persons 
were all subjected to the requisite ex- 
aminations, and exhibited to me the 
testimonials required by the canons. 
May the grace of God assist them in 
their labours, and may the divine bless- 
ing rest upon theirs ministrations. 
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The following persons are at present 
candidates for holy orders in this dio- 
cese: viz.—George Shelton, Norman 
Pinney, Asa Griswold, Harry Finch, 
and William H. Lewis. 
~ Since our last meeting, the new 
church in the parish of New-Preston, 
town of Washington, has been com- 
pleted. On the 14th of October last 
it was dedicated to the most high God, 
with the prescribed rites and solem- 
nities, by the name of St. Andrew’s 
Church. The occasion excited a lively 
interest, and drew together a large con- 
course of people; among whom were 
thirteen of the clergy of our Church. 
This new edifice, thus consecrated to 
the worship of God, does great credit 
to the zeal and liberality of the people 
of the parish. It is consiructed of 
durable materials, and in the Gothic 
style of architecture. The interior is 
well finished and conveniently arrang- 
ed, and the decorations of the pulpit, 
desk, and chancel, are handsome and 
appropriate.—The congregation of 
New-Preston is not large, nor wealthy, 
yet the spirit with which they are 
animated, has enabled them to erect 
this church within a very short period, 
and to pay for it entirely from their 
own resources. Some may perhaps 
have spared from their exigencies, yet 
it is believed that they are far from 
feeling impoverished by their exertions, 
and they may have a religious trust 
that what they have thus “ lent unto 
the Lord,” will be repaid in blessings 
upon themselves and their posterity. 

The new church in Salisbury is now 
nearly finished, and ready for consecra- 
tion; and the church in which we are 
at present assembled, having recently 
passed under the finishing hand, and 
become complete in all that relates to 
the decent celebration of divine wor- 
ship,* will to-morrow, by divine per- 
mission, be solemnly dedicated to the 
service of God. 

Among the changes which have oc- 
curred in the divcese since our last 
meeting, it becomes my duty to record 
the death of the Rev. Jasper D. Jones, 
latelyresiding in Cheshire, whose sud- 





* A liberal individual, Col. —— Marsh, has 
recently presented to this church a very ex- 
cellent organ. 
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den exit admonishes us to be ever ready 
for our departure, and duly prepared 
to give an account of our stewardship. 

The Rey. Philo Shelton has relin- 
guished the rectorship of St. John’s 
church, Bridgeport, confining his ser- 
vices wholly to the church in Fairfield ; 
and the Rev. Ashbel Baldwin has re- 
signed his charge of Christ Church, 
Stratford. These clergymen were ad- 
mitted to their ministry at the first 
Episcopal ordination ever held in 
America; and have served their re- 
spective parishes for more than thirty 
years. They have laboured faithfully 
in the Church in this diocese, during 
its darkest periods of depression; and 
through the progressive stages of its 
advancement, they have taken an im- 
portant part in its councils. They 
have borne “ the heat and burden of 
the day,” and are entitled to the grati- 
tude of all those who enjoy the fruits of 
their counsels and labours. Being still 
blessed with health, and in the full en- 
joyment of their mental powers, we 
may trust that, with the divine favour, 
they may still be eminently useful in 
their ministries. 

The Rev. Henry R. Judah has been 
elected to the rectorship of the church 
in Bridgeport, having relinquished the 
charge of that in Trumbull. The rec- 
torship of the church in Stratford igs 
now vacant. 

The Rev. Lemuel B. Hull has been 
appointed to the cure of Danbury and 
Reading: the Rev. Beardsley Northrop 
is Officiating in the parish of Tashua, 
vacated by the Rev. Mr. Judah; and 
the Rev. John M. Garfield, who has 
officiated in Oxford during the past 
year, has relinquished that parish, and 
taken charge of the parish in Branford. 
The Rev. J. Buckley has relinquished 
the parish at East-Windsor.—Of the 
persons recently ordained deacons, the 
Rev. Enoch Huntington is now offici- 
ating in Pennsylvania, and the Rev. 
William Shelton in New-York. The 
Rev. Edward J. Ives has been usefully 
employed in the parish of Middle- 
Haddam, in this diocese; and the Rev. 
Ashbel Steele, having officiated in 
Glastenbury during the past winter, is 
now employed as a missionary in the 
eastern part of the state. The Rev. 
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Charles J. Todd, and the Rev. Hector 
Humphrey, have not yet accepted any 
appointment in this diocese. The Rev. 
Bennet Glover, and the Rev. Charles 
Smith, have received letters dimissory 
—the former having gone to the dio- 
cese of Maryland, and the latter to that 
of New-Jersey. 

The missionary exertions for the 
past year, as well as for the year pre- 
ceding, have been chiefly directed to 
the county of Litehfield, and to the 
eastern part of the state. In the dis- 
tribution of these aids, it has been 
thought advisable to fix upon limited 
and promising spheres of usefulness, 
rather than to dissipate their effects, 
by diffusing them through too wide a 
region. When the efforts made in any 
place appear unavailing, or when new 
or decayed parishes appear to be so 
strengthened and built up, as to be able 
to supply their own necessities, it will 
become proper to seek for new loca- 
tions. It is upon this principle that so 
large a portion of the missionary ser- 
vices have been devoted. to the north- 
west part of Litchfield county, during 
the two years past. The result has 
been as satisfactory as was anticipated ; 
and it is confidently hoped, that after 
the present year, most of the parishes 
that have been thus aided, will be able 
to provide for their own wants, or will 
at least require but little assistance.— 
On the eastern side of the diocese, the 
fruits of missionary labour have been 
less evident. But to preserve one or 
two congregations from total ruin, and 
to prevent an edifice designed for an 
Episcopal church from being appro- 
priated to the use of a congregation of 
different religious denomination, it has 
been thought necessary to make re- 
newed efforts there. With the divine 
blessing, the seed sown may yet pro- 
duce an abundant harvest. 

The various objects of the “ Society 
for the Promotion of Christian Know- 
ledge,” and the importance of Sunday 
schools in every parish, have so often 
been commended to your attention, in 
previous addresses, that I could only 
reiterate the observations already made. 
With regard to the more general ob- 
jects of our Church—the theological 
seminary ,and the domestic and foreign 
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missionary society; these too have 
been alyeady so fully brought before 
the convention, that I will only add the 
assurance of the continued interest and 
solicitude which I feel for their welfare, 
and again commend them to your pa- 
tronage and support. 

At our last meeting, I} had the plea- 
sure of congratulating you on the pas- 
sage of an act, by the general assembly 
of this state, for the establishment of a 
college, to be under the patronage and 
principal direction of members of our 
Church; provided thirty thousand dol- 
lars should be raised for its endowment 
by private contribution. I have now 
the satisfaction of announcing to you 
that more than the requisite sum has 
been raised, to render the charter avail- 
able. Nearly fifty thousand dollars 
have been subscribed to this object, 
within the diocese; the greater portion 
of which has been contributed by the 
city of Hartford, in which the institu- 
tion is established. The college will 
be organized, and go into operation 
without delay. Arrangements have 
been made for procuring a library and 
suitable philosophical apparatus, and 
preparations are in train for erecting 
the necessary buildings for the accom- 
modation of students, and for public 
rooms. Though these edifices can 
hardly be completed before the next 
spring, yet it is purposed to be ready 
for the reception of students the ensu- 
ing autumn, and, in the mean time, to 
procure accommodation for them in 
private families. 

It will be the object of the trustees 
of the institution, to seek the ablest 
professors that can be obtained, in or- 
der to ensure the requisite number of 
students to support the establishment. 
It is hoped also, that the organization 
of the institution will be thought to 
contain some improvements on the 
ordinary systems of education, calcu- 
lated to procure for it the favourable 
notice of the public. 

My brethren of the clergy, 

In concluding this address, suffer 
me to add a few words intended more 
particularly for yourselves. It is salu- 
tary to employ occasions like the pre- 
sent, to encourage each other in our 
several ministries, and “te provoke 
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one another unto love and to good 
works.” ‘ 

We are stewards of the manifold 
grace of God; an d“ it is required of 
stewards that they be found faithful.” 
It is required of us that we “ preach the 
word of God-in season, and out of sea- 
son;” that we rebuke and exhort, ad- 
monish and correct. It is required of 
us that we “ feed the people with 
knowledge and understanding ;” that 
we visit the sick, comfort the afflicted, 
and keep ourselves unspotted from the 
world. It is required of us, as dispen- 
sers of the mysteries of the kingdom, 
that we minister the holy sacraments 
with reverence and awe; with righte- 
ous measures, and abundant charity ; 
always bearing in mind the passionate 
words of our Saviour to St. Peter, If 
thou lovest ie, feed my sheep ; if thou 
hast any love to me, feed my lambs. 
Let us constantly bear in remembrance 
our high responsibilitv; and let us 
realize that the eye 9f God watches 
over us by day and by night, and ob- 
serves whether we faithfully watch 
over our flocks, as they that must give 
an account. 

There is nothing in the circum- 
stances of the times to justify a relaxa- 
tion of our vigilance. Our Church is 
assailed by enemies, and beset by er- 
rors on every side. It is peculiarly 
incumbent on us that we be careful to 
set forth her distinctive doctrines, and 
guard her fold from the errors with 
which she is surrounded. Every error, 
and every abuse of religion, tends to 
infidelity. The true religion itself is 
identified with them by the unthinking, 
and the whole is indiscriminately re- 
jected. Among the prevailing errors 
of the day you cannot fail to have ob- 
served the pernicious effects of univer- 
salism, of fatalism, and of fanaticism. 
The denial of all future punishment, 
relaxes the morality of the Gospel, re- 
jects its most awful sanction, and gives 
the reins to every licentious passion. 
The doctrine that all the thoughts and 
actions of men, are precisely fixed and 
determined by an eternal necessity, 
destroys all sense of accountability, and 
leaves men to the sole guidance of their 
own corrupt propensities. And a fana- 
tical reliance upon imaginary revela- 


{No. 11. 


tions and impulses, supersedes and sets 
aside the revelation which God has 
given us in his Gospel. Thus do these 
errors create a tendency to infidelity in 
those that embrace them ; while by be- 
ing held up to the world asa part of 
the Christian system, they produce in 
the minds of ihe unreflecting a strong 
prejudice against the truth of Christi- 
anity itself. [t is true indeed, that in 
some of the scenes of the late French 
revolution, the world has received such 
a lesson upon the effects of infidelity 
as should not be soon forgotten; yet 
though disgraced, it has not ceased to 
exist; and its principles are so con- 
genial to the corruptions of the heart, 
so flattering to human pride, and so 
pleasing to the natural love of novelty, 
that they cannot be too strongly depre- 
cated, or too strictly guarded against. 
It is our part and duty, my brethren, 
to guard ourselves and our flocks against 
the prevailing errors of the times; to 
exhibit Christianity as it is in the Gos- 
pel; and to see that its real spirit and 
temper be wrought in our own hearts. 
* And may God, of his mercy, grant 
unto us all, to be so faithful and so 
wise, so blessed and so assisted, that 
we may convert many souls as seals of 


our ministry, and give an account of’ 


our respective charges with joy, to the 
glory of God, and the salvation of our 
own souls, in that day, when the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls shall 
come to judgment, even our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; to whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honour, and 
glory, love and obedience, now and for 
evermore. Amen.” 

The parochial reports furnish the 
following aggregate :—Baptisms (adults 
27, children 213, not specified 268) 
508—Marriages 215—Funerals 263— 
Sunday scholars 565—Communicants 
2809. 

On motion of the Rev. Menzies Rey- 
ner, resolved, That the tha.iks of this 
convention be presented to the Rev. 
Benjamin Benham, for his excellent 
sermon delivered at the opening of the 
present session. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed the standing committee :— 
Rev. Tillotson Bronson, D. D., the 
Rev. Harry Croswell, the Rev. Danie! 
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Burhans, the Rev. Nathaniel S. Whea- 
ton, the Rev. Reuben Sherwood. 

The following report was made and 
accepted :-— 


Annual Report of the Board of Direc- 
tion of the Society for the Promo- 
tion of Christian Knowledge. 


In consequence of the present ar- 
rangement of the society, by which its 
disposable funds are devoted exclusive- 
ly to the support of missionaries, the 
board deem it unnecessary to enter in- 
to any details of their proceedings ; as 
these will sufficiently appear from the 
address of the right rev. bishop of the 
diocese—the reports of the missionaries 
themselves—and the accounts of the 
treasurer. It seems proper to remark, 
however, that while the several parishes 
appear to aid the objects of the society, 
with increasing zeal, liberality, and 
promptitude; the benefits resulting 
from the measures already adopted, 
afford abundant motives for new and 
more vigorous efforts. 

Many parts of the diocese still re- 
quire missionary aid. The board would 
not, therefore, recommend the present 
appropriation of any of its funds to 
other objects. It has been deemed 
expedient, however, to direct the trea- 
surer to procure a supply of prayer 
books, to be sold at cost and charges. 

The resignation, by the Rev. Truman 
Marsh, of the office of trustee of the 
Episcopal academy at Cheshire, was 
accepted. ' 

The Rev. Frederick Holcomb was 
nominated and appointed to fill the 
vacancy in the board ef trustees, occa- 
sioned by the resignation of the Rev. 
Truman Marsh. 

On motion by the Rev. Dr. Bronson, 

The convention proceeded to fill the 
vacancies in the same board, occasion- 
ed by the removal of John H. Jacocks 
from this state, and by the death of 
William Law and Andrew Hull, esqrs. 

Mr. William M‘Crackan, Dr. Charles 
Shelton, and Mr. Charles Sigourney, 
were appointed trustees of the Episco- 
pal academy at Cheshire. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed officers of the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge :— 

The Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, 

Vor. VILL. 
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D. D. LL. D. (ex officio) president ; 
the Rev. Tillotson Bronson, D. D. 1st 
vice-president; the Hon. Samuel W. 
Johnson, 2d vice-president; John 
Beach, esq. recording secretary; the 
Rev. Harry Croswell, corresponding 
secretary ; and William M‘Crackan, 
treasurer. 

Directors.—The Rev. Philo Shel- 
ton, the Rev. Asa Cornwall, the Rev. 
Ashbel Baldwin, the Rev. Nathaniel S. 
Wheaton, the Rev. Daniel Burhans, 
the Rev. Birdsey G. Neble, Burrage 
Beach, esq. John L. Lewis, esq. Samuel 
Tudor, Hon. Seth P. Beers, Jirah Ish- 
am, esq. John S. Peters, M. D. Daniel 
Putuam, esq. Hon. William Moseley, 
Nathan Smith, esq. Andrew Kidston, 
Joel Walter, Richard Adams, Jeremi- 
ah Hoadly, Calvin Butler, esq. Lyman 
Bronson, James M. Goodwin, and Gil- 
bert Totten. 

On motion, resolved, That the Rev. 
Ashbel Baldwin, and Burrage Beach, 
esq. be a committee to collect and re- 
cord the votes and proceedings of this 
convention, from the period of its for- 
mation, down to the present tirae. 

After prayers and the benediction 
by the bishop, the convention adjourn- 
ed, sine die. 


}.-__ ____ + | 


Preshyterian Sentiments, on the best 
Mode of Disseminating the Truths 
of Scripture. 


To the Editor of the Christian Journal. 


I wave lately been much gratified 
by the perusal of a Lecture, delivered 
before the students of the Presbyterian 
Seminary at Princeton, by the Rev. 
Professor Miller, entitled, “ The Utility 
and Importance of Creeds and Con- 
Fessions.”’ As it contains much sound 
argument, clothed in very forcible lan- 
guage, on a subject which, I appre- 
hend, is yet to produce dissensions in 
the Christian world, I have thought 
proper to transcribe some of the most 
important passages for insertion in the 
Journal. The doctrines contained in 
this Lecture, are materially the same 
as those which have been maintained 
and acted upon, for years, by Bishop 
Hobart and other judicious Episcopa- 
lians in the United States. Those gen- 
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— themen will learn with satisfaction, that 
not only the professors at Princeton, 
but the highest authority in the Pres- 
byterian communion, to wit, the Ge- 
neral Assembly,* have, within a few 
months past, given their sanction to 
principles which have heretofore drawn 
upor consistent Churchmen the oblo- 
quy and indignation of other denomi- 
nations, and even of some of “ their 
own household.” Bishop Hobart and 
his friends will have nothing to fear 
hereafter from men who profess to cir- 
culate the Scriptures “ withe ut note or 
comment ;” and who accuse such of 
their opponents as advocate the distri- 
bution of the Book of Common Prayer, 
in conjunction with the Bible, of being 
“ guilty of the Romish error of im- 
pugning the sufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures as a rule of faith.” 





* In the Christian Advocate (for Septem- 
ber,) a Presbyterian magazine, printed in 
Philadelphia, } perceive the following extract 
from the “ Minutes of the General Assembly :” 

Lh. “ In the opinion of this assembly, confes- 
sions of faith, containing formulas of doctrine, 
and rules for conducting the discipline and 
worship proper to be maintained in the house 
of God, are not only recognized as necessary 
and expedient, but, as the character of hu- 
Man nature is continually aiming at innovation, 
absolute/y requisite to the settled peace of 
the Church, and to the happy and orderly ex- 
istence of Christian communion. Within the 
limits of Christendom, few are to be found in 
the attitade of avowed hostility to Christianity : 
the name of Christian is claimed by all, and all 
are ready to profess their belief in the holy 
Scriptures ; too many reserving to themselves 
the right of putting upon them what ¢onstruc- 
tion they please. In such a state of things, 
without the aid of confessions, Christian fel- 
lowship can exist only in a very limited de- 
gree; and the disorders of the Corinthian 
church, eondemned by the apostle, would be 
realized—* I am of Paul, and I of Apollos,’ 

2. “ Though the confessions of faith, and 
standards of our Chareh, are of no original 
authority, independent of the Scriptures, yet 
we regard them as a summary of those divine 
truths which are diffused through the sacred 
xolume. They, as a system of doctrines, there- 
fore, cannot be abandoned, in our opinion, 
without an abandonment of the word of God. 
They form a bond of fellowship in the faith of 
the Gospel; and the General Assembly cannot 
but believe the precious immortals under their 
care, to be more safe, in receiving the truth 
of God’s holy word, as exhibited in the stand- 
arda of our Church, than in being subject to 
the guidanee of any instractor, whoever he 
may be, who may have confidence enough to 
Set up his Own opinions in opposition to the 

em of doctrines which men of sound learn- 
ing, full of the Holy Ghost, and mighty in the 
Scriptures, have devised from the oracles of 
the liviog God.” 
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* By a Creed, or Confession of Faith,” 
says Dr. Miller, “ I mean an exhibition, 
in human language, of those great doc- 
trines which are believed by the framers 
of it to be taught in the holy Scriptures; 
and which are drawn out in regular or- 
der, for the purpose of ascertaining how 
fur those who wish to unite in Church 
fellowship, are reaily agreed im the fun- 
damental principles of Christianity — 
Creeds and confessions do not claim to 
be in themselves iaws of Christ’s house, 
or legislative enactments, by which any 
set of opinions are constituted truths; and 
which require, on that account, to be re- 
ceived as truths among the members of 
his family: they only profess to be eum- 
maries, extracted from the Scriptures, of 
a few of those great gospel doctrines 
which are taught by Christ himself; and 
which those who make the summary in 
each purticular case, concur in deeming 
important, and agree to make the test of 
their religious union.” 

* Now I affirm, that the adoption of 
such a creed is not only lawful and expe- 
dient, but also indispensably necrssany to 
the harmony and purity of the visible 
Church. For the establishment of this 
position, let me request your attention 
to the following considerations.” 


The learned author then enters upon 
a full discussion of the subject, and en- 
larges upon the following topies :— 


1. “ Without a creed explicitly adopt- 
ed, it is not easy to see how the ministers 
and members of any particular church, and 
more especially a large denomination of 
Christians, can maintain unity among them- 
selves.” 

2. “ The necessity and importance of 
creeds, &c. appear from the consideration, 
that one great design of establishing a 
Church in our world was, that she might 
be, in all ages, a depository, a guardian, 
and a witness of the truth.” 

3. “ The adoption and publication of a 
creed, is a tribute to truth and candour 
which every Christian church owes to the 
other churches, and ta the world around 
her.” 

4. Creeds are “ friendly to the study of 
Christian doctrine, and of course to the 
prevaience of Christian knowledge.” 

5. “ The experience of all ages has found 
them indispensadly necessary,” 

6. “* Their most zealeus opposers have 
generally been latitudinarians and heretics.” 

7. © Their most zealous opposers do them- 
selves. virtually employ them in ail their ec- 
clesiustical proceedings.” 


Under the first head, the author 
makes the following just observations : 


“How is any church to guard itself 
from that banefui discord, that perpetua: 


ee EE NTE 


Sf EP PI EE Oe 


eo ae 








0. lf, 


‘aith,” 
bition, 
t doc. 
‘amerg 
tures; 
a? OFre 
yr how 
hurch 
e fun- 


ity — 
im to 
jouse, 
» any 
sand 
€ ree 
rs of 
sum. 
os, of 
rines 
, and 
ry in 
ming 
‘st of 


m of 
IDpe~ 
ty to 
sible 
this 
ition 


pon 
en- 


opt- 
ters 
and 
. of 
lem- 


- of 
ion, 


cht 


an, 
f a 
our 


the 
ind 


of 


the 
nd 


we 


a2 OEE oe 


ee re 


> ge 


November, 1824.] 


atrife of feeling, if not of words and con- 
duct, which must ensue, when it is made 
up of such heterogeneous materials,” “ as 
a body of worshippers, composed of Cal- 
vinists, Arminians, Pelagians, Arians, and 
Socinians? Nay, how is a church to avoid 
the guilt of harbouring in its bosom, and 
of countenancing, by its fellowship, the 
worst heresies that ever disgraced the 
Christian name? It is not enough, for 
attaining this object, that all who are ad- 
mitted profess to agree in receiving the 
Bible; for many who call themselves 
Christians, and profess to take the Bible 
for their guide, hold opinions, and speak 
a language as foreign, nay, as opposite to 
the opinions and language of many others 
who equally claim to be Christians, and 
equally profess to receive the Bible, as 
the east is from the west.” 

** How then, I ask again, are the mem- 
bers of a church to take care that they 
be, according to the divine command, 
‘ of one mind,’ and ‘of one way’? ‘They 
may require all who enter their commu- 
nion, to profess a belief in the Bible; nay, 
they may require this profession to be re- 
peated every day, and yet may be cor- 
rupted and divided by every form of the 
grossest error, Such a pivfession, it is 
manifest, ascertains no agreement ; it is a 
bond of no real union, a pledge of no spiri- 
tual fellowship. It leaves every thing within 
the range of nominal Christianity, as per- 
fectly undefined, and as muth exposed to 
total discord, as before.” P.11, 12. 


The remarks of Dr. Miller, under 
his fourth general division, are so ju- 
dicious, that I cannot forego the plea- 
sure of presenting them in full, to the 
readers of the Journal. 


‘¢ It is the general principle of the ene- 
mies of creeds, that all who profess to be- 
lieve the Bible ought, without further in- 
quiry, to unite; to maintain ecclesiusticai 
communion; and to live together in peuce. 
But is it not manifest, that the only way 
in which those who essentially differ from 
each other concerning the fundamental 
doctrines of the Gospel, can live together 
in perfectly harmonious ecclesiastical fel- 
lowship, is hy becoming indifferent to 
truth; in other words, by becoming per- 
suaded that modes of faith are of little 
et no practical importance to the Church, 
and are, therefore, not worth contending 
for; that clear and discriminating views 
of Christian doctrine are wholly unneces- 
sary, and of little use in the formation of 
Christian character? But in proportion 
as professing Christians are indifferent to 
truth, will they not be apt to neglect the 
study of it? And if tre study of it be 
generally neglected, will not gross and 
deplorable ignorance of it eventually and 
generally prevail ?}—The fact is, when men 
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love Gospel truth well enough to study it 
with care, they will soon learn to estimate 
its value; and when they learn to estimate 
its value, they will soon be disposed to 
contend for it against its enemies, who 
are numerous in every age: and this will 
inevitably lead them to adopt and defend 
that ‘ form of sound words,’ which they 
think they find in the sacred Scriptures. 
On the other hand, let any man imbibe 
the notion that creeds and confessions ate 
unscriptural, and of course unlawfyl, and 
he will naturally and speedily pass to the 
conclusion, that all contending for doe- 
trines is useless, and even criminal. From 
this the transition is easy to the abandon. 
ment of the study of doctrine, or at least, 
the zealous and diligent study of it. Thus 
it is, that laying aside all creeds, naturally 
tends to make professing Christians indif- 
ferent to the study of Christian truth; 
comparatively uninterested in the attain- 
ment of religious knowledge; and finally 
regardless, and of course ignorant, of the 
‘ faith once delivered to the saints,’ 
“‘T would by no means, indeed, be uh- 
derstood to assert, that no heretics have 
ever been zealous in publishing and de. 
fending their correct opinions. The pages 
of ecclesiastical history abundantly show, 
that many of the advocates of error, both 
in ancient and modern times, have con- 
tended not only pertinaciously, but even 
fiercely, for their peculiar doctrines. But 
my position is, that the enemies of all 
creeds and confessions usually assume a 
principle, which, if carried to its legiti- 
mate consequences, would discourage all 
zeal in maintaining the peculiar doctrines 
of the Gospel: that if all zeal in maintain. 
ing peculiar doctrines were laid aside, all 
ardour and diligence in studying them 
would be likely to be laid aside also: and 
that, if this were the case, a state of 
things more unfriendly to the growth and 
prevalence of Christian knowledge, could 
scarcely be imagined. Lvok at the loose, 
vague, undecisive character of the preach. 
ing heard in nine-tenths of the Unitarian 
and other latitudinarian pulpits in the 
United States, and, as I suppose, through- 
out Christendom. If the occupants of 
those pulpits had it for their distinct and 
main object, to render their hearers i. 
different about understanding, and of 
course indifferent about studying the fun. 
damental doctrines of the Gospel, they 
could scarcely adopt a plan more direct] 
calculated to attain their end, than that 
which they actually pursue. Theif inces- 
sant cry is—‘ Matters of opinion are be. 
tween God and a man’s own conscience 
no one else has a right to meddle with 
them.’ Hence, in pursuance of this max. 
im, they do indeed take care to meddle 
very little with the distinguishing doc- 
trines of the Gospel. We conjecture what 
their doctrinal opinions are in general, not 
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so much from what they say, as from what 
they do not say: and the truth is, that if 
this character of preaching was to become 
universal, all discriminating views of Gos- 
pel truth would, in thirty years, be ba- 
nished from the Church. 

* If the friends of orthodoxy and piety, 
then, really desire to cherish and main- 
tain a love for the discriminating study of 
Christian doctrine—a taste for religious 
knowledge—a spirit of zeal for the truth, 
in opposition to that miserable indiffer- 
ence to articles of faith, which is so re- 
plete with mischief to every Christian 
community in which it is found; then /et 
them be careful to present, and diligently 
to keep before the eyes of one another, and 
the eyes of the public, that * good confes- 
sion,’ which they are commanded to ‘ pro- 
Sess before many witnesses.’ If they fail to 
do this; if, under the guise of adherence 
to that great Protestant maxim, that the 
Bible is the only infallible rule of faith 
and manners, (a precious all-important 
truth, which, properly understood, cannot 
be too often repeated,) they speak and act 
as if all who profess to receive the Bible, 
were standing upon equally solid and safe 
ground ; if, in a word, they consider it as 
unnecessary, and even criminal, to select 
from the mass of scriptural truth, and to 
defend as such, the fundamental doctrines 
of the Gospel; then, nothing short of mi- 
racle can prevent them from sinking into 
that coldness and sloth, with respect to 
the study of doctrine, and finally into that 
deplorable ‘ lack of knowledge,’ by which 
millions are constantly ‘ destroyed.’ ” 


In the Pastoral Letter which Bishop 
Hobart published in 1816, on the sub- 
ject of Bible and Prayer Book Socie- 
ties, he observed, that “ in distributing 
the Book of Common Prayer, we cir- 
culate the most interesting and valu- 
able passages of Scripture, ducidly and 
appositely arranged, so as to present, 
not a perverted or imperfect view of 
divine truth, but, in simplicity and 
force, the fundamental principles and 
privileges of the great charter of our 
salvation, and the character and be- 
nign offices of its divine Author.”* 

This paragraph has been much cri- 
ticized, and much labour has been 
spent to make it speak a different lan- 
guage from what was obviously in- 
tended: but as Dr. Miller has ex- 
pressed the same idea very neatly and 
appropriately, it is presumed that no 
further objection will be made, but 
that all will unite in approving of its 
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force and correctness. At the close of 
his arguments in favour of creeds, page 
35, he thus speaks :— 


“ Tt were easy to show that confessions 
of faith, judiciously drawn, and solemnly 
adopted by particular churches, are not 
only invaluable, as bonds of union and 
fences against error; but that they also 
serve an important purpose, as accredited 
manuals of Christian doctrine, well fitted 
for the instruction of those private mem- 
bers of churches, who Aave neither leisure, 
nor habits of thinking sufficiently close, to 
draw from the sacred writings themselves, 
@ consistent system of truth. It is of in- 
calculable use to the individual, who has 
but little time for reading, and but little 
acquaintance with books, to be furnished 
with a clear and well arranged compend 
of religious doctrine, which he is author- 
ized to regard, not merely us the work of 
a single enlightened and pious divine, but 
as drawn out and adopted by the collected 
wisdom of the church to which he belongs. 
There is often a satisfaction, to a plain 
unsophisticated mind, not to be described, 
in going over such a compend, article by 
article; examining the proofs adduced 
from the word of God in support of each, 
and ‘ searching the Scriptures daily, to 
see whether the things which it teaches 
are so or not.” 


Having thus adduced his principal 
arguments in favour of creeds, our 
author proceeds, secondly, to examine 
some of the most important objections 
which have been made to them by 
their adversaries. To do justice to 
his work, it would be necessary to 
transcribe the whole of its contents; 
but as the limits of your Journal fof- 
bid my trespassing much farther, and 
as my present purpose will be served 
by a few more extracts, I shall confine 
myself to the answer to the first objec- 
tion, which Dr. Miller considers as the 
most specious. 


* The first objection which I shall men- 
tion is, that forming a creed, and requir- 
ing subscription to it as a religious test, 
is superseding the Bible, and making a hu- 
man composition, instead of it, u standard of 
truth. The Bible, say those who urge this 
objection, * is the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice. It is so complete, that 
it needs no human addition; and so easily 
understood, that it requires no human ex- 
planation. Why, then, should we desire 
any other ecclesiastical standard? Why 
subscribe ourselves, or call upon others 
to subscribe, any other creed than this 
plain, inspired, and perfect one? Every 
time we do this, we offer a public indig- 
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nity to the sacred volume; as we virtu- 
ally declare, either that it is not infallible, 
or not sufficient.’ 

‘“‘ This objection is the most specious 
one in the whole catalogue: and although 
it is believed that a sufficient answer has 
been furnished by some of the principles 
already laid down, yet the confidence with 
which it is every day repeated, renders a 
formal attention to it expedient; more 
especially as it bears, at first view, so 
much the appearance of peculiar venera- 
tion for the Scriptures, that many are cap- 
tivated by its plausible aspect, and consi- 
der it as decisive.” 

“ ‘The whole argument which this ob- 
jection presents, is founded on a false as- 
sumption. No Protestant ever professed 
to regard his creed, considered as a hu- 
man composition, as of equal authority 
with the Scriptures, and far less as of 
paramount authority: every principle of 
this kind is, with one voice, disclaimed 
by ali the creeds, and defences of creeds, 
that I have ever read: and whether, not- 
withstanding this, the constant repetition 
of the charge ought to be considered as 
fair argument or gross calumny, the im- 
partial will judge. A church creed pro- 
fesses to be, as was before observed, mere- 
ly an epitome, or summary exhibition of 
what the Scriptures teach: it professes to 
be deduced from the Scriptures, and to 
refer to the Scriptures for the whole of 
its authority: of course, when any one 
subscribes it, he is so far from dishonour- 
ing the Bible, that he does public homage 
to it: he simply declares, by a solemn act, 
how he understands the Bible; in other 
words, what doctrines he considers it as 
containing.”’* 





* From a comparison of Dr. Miller’s Lee- 
ture with Bishop Hobart’s Pastoral Letter, and 
with the writings published in the course of the 
last year, in support of the bishop’s opinions, 
under the signature of Corrector, the reader 
would almost imagine that the doctor had been 
fuit hfully studying their contents, and was now 
writing the bishop’s defence against his nu- 
merous assailants. ‘The coineidence in thought, 
and sometimes in language, is striking and re- 
markable. Let any person examine attentively 
the following quotations from the above men- 
tioned productions, and he will perceive that 
ihe principle on which Bible Societies are 
established, is as directly opposed by those who 
support the societies, as by those who do not. 

* The propriety of connecting the distribu- 
tion of the Book of Common Prayer wiih the 
Bible, derives great force from the consicdera- 
tion, that, in distributing the former, we cir- 
culate, in a conspicuous and interesting man- 
ner, large portions, and those the most im- 
portant, of the sacred word) We present the 
Bible at large; and with the Bible, in the 
Book of Common Prayer, an abstract of it, 
comprising, in the words of inspiration, a suc- 
cinct but complete summary of the plan of 
redemption ; of the character, the history, and 
the offices of its divine Author; of its prio- 
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“ But still it is asked, Where is the 
need of any definitive declaration of what 





ciples, its duties, and its hopes.” It would 
be absurd, and indeed impious, to exalt the 
human compendium above the inspired origi- 
nal; but, ss Churchmen, we deem it unnatu- 
ral and injudicious to separate what are thus 
closely allied.” Pastoral Letter, pp. 8, 9. 

** We may infer,” observes Dr. Miller, 
from what has been said, the duty and im- 
portance of all the members, and especially 
the ministers of the Presbyterian Church, ex- 
erting themselves to spread a knowledge of 
her public standards: 1 say, her ‘ public 
standards,’ notwithstanding all the sneer and 
censure which have beev cast on this lan- 
guage; for every intelligent and candid man 
in the community knows, that we employ it to 
designate, not formularies which we place 
above the Bible, but simply those which 
ascertain and set forth how we interpret the 
Bible. These formutaries, if they be really 
an epitome of the word of God—and surely we 
think them so—every minister is bound to cir- 
culate, with unwearied assiduity, among the 
people of his charge. This is so far, in general, 
from being faithfully done, that I serious 
doubt whether there be a Protestant chure 
in Christendom, in which there is so striking @ 
defect as to the discharge of this duty, «#>2ei- 
ally in some parts of the country, as in the 
PresbyterianChaurch. OUR EPISCOPAL 
BRETHREN exercise AMOST LAUD- 
ABLE DILIGENCE in placing the vo- 
lume which contains their articles, forms, 
and offices, in every family within their 
reach, which belongs to their communion, or 
can be considered us tending towards it. All 
this is as it should be; it bespeaks men sincere 
in their belief, and earnest in the dissemina- 
tion of what they deem correct principles-” 
Lecture, pp. 77, 78. 

“ No Protestant denies,” says Corrector, 
*‘ that the Bible, if rightly used, will become, 
in the poor man’s hand, a most valuable in- 
strument of instruction: or thet he is able, 
with an honest and good intention, to draw 
from it all the truths necessary to his salva- 
tion. But supposing, in the first place, that he 
does not rightly use the Bible, and through 
the fallibility of his julgment, deduces from it 
erroneous tenets, (and how many such cases 
oceur?) would it not have been well, if he 
could have hsd some digest of the truths of 
the Bible, that would have guarded him from 
error? Supposing, in the other case, that, 
after deducing fiom the Bible a correct sys- 
tem of divine truths, he is assailed by men 
more learned and ingenious then himself, with 
difficulties and objections which he is unable to 
answer; would it not be satistactory for him 
to be able to reply—* My own judgment, I 
know, is fallible; and you present difficulties 
and objections to the faith which I have de- 
duced trom the Bible, which 1 em unable to 
answer. But here is a Common Prayer Book, 
in which I find the Apostles’ and the Nicene 
Creed, which ha: been received by the great 
body of Christians from the early ages of the 
Church; and also an exhibition, in the pray- 
ers, the catechism, the offices, and the articles, 
&e. of the truths of the Gospel. The inter- 
pretation which I give to the Bible, is thus 
sanctioned by the great body of Christians 
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we understand the Scriptures to teach? 
Are they not intelligible enough in them- 
selves? Can we make them plainer than 
their Author has done? Why hold a can- 
die to the sun? Why make an attempt to 
frame a more explicit test, than he who 
ne the Bible has thought proper to 

rame: an attempt as vain as it is pre- 
sumptuous ?—To this plea it is sufficient 
to answer, that although the Scriptures 
are undoubtedly simple and plain—so 
plain, that ‘ he who runs may read’—yet 
it is equally certain, that thousands do, in 
fact, mistake and misinterpret them. This 
cannot possibly be denied; because thou- 
sands interpret them, and that on points 
confessedly fundamental, not only in dif- 
ferent, but in directly opposite ways: of 
course, all cannot be equally right. Can 
at be wrong, then, for a pious and ortho- 
dox man, or for «a pious and orthodox 
church, to exhibit, and endeavour to re- 
commend to others, their mode of inter- 

reting the sacred volume? As the world 
1s acknowledged, on all hands, to be, in 
fact, full of mistake and error as to the 
true meaning of holy Scripture, can it be 
thought a superfluous task for those who 
have more light, and more correct opinions, 
to hold them to view as a testimony to the 





from the beginning, and by the reformers and 
Jearned divines of that Church, which is con- 
sidered as the bulwark of the Protestant faith : 
and [I should act most unreasonably, if l should 
receive any private interpretation of the Bible, 
in preference to an exposition of it contained 
in a book thus sanctioned; or doubt truths 
which the great body of Christians, from the 
beginning, have cherished as the truths of sal- 
yation, and which I find advance my own holi- 
ness and consolation.’ ” Letter I. p. 36. 

“ The language of an orthodox believer,” 
Dr. Miller further remarks, “in subscribing 
his ecclesiastical creed, is simply of the follow- 
ing import :—* While the Socznian professes 
to believe the Bible, and to understand it as 
teaching the mere humanity of Christ—while 
the Arian professes to receive the same Bible, 
and to find in it the Saviour represented the 
most exalted of all creatures, but still a crea- 
ture—while the Pelagian and Semi-Pelagian 
make a similar profession of their belief in the 
Scriptures, and interpret them as teaching a 
doctrine far more favourable to buman na- 
ture, and far less honourable to the grace of 
God, than they appear to me really to teach— 
I beg the privilege of declaring, FOR MY- 
SELF, that while f believe, with all my heart, 
that the Bible is the word of God, the only 
perfect rule of faith and manners, and the only 
ultimate test in all controversies, it plainly 
teaches, «s I read and believe’ the important 
doctrines contained in the Westminster Con- 
fession. ‘“ These I believe to be the radical 
truths which God hath revealed in his word; 
and while they are denied by some, or frit- 
tered away or perverted by others, who pro- 
fess to believe chat blessed word, I am verily 
persuaded they are the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the plan of salvation.” Lecture, pp. 
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truth, and as @ guide to such as may be in 
error? Surely it cannot Yet this is no- 
thing more nor less than precisely that 
formation and maintenance of a scriptu- 
ral confession of faith for which I am 
“4 

“Still, however, it may be asked, What 
right has any man, or set of men, to inter- 
pose their authority, and undertake to 
deal out the sense of Scripture for others ? 
Is it not both impious in itself, and an 
improper assumption over the minds of 
our fellow-men?—I answer, this reason- 
ing would prove too much, and therefore 
proves nothing. For, if admitted, it would 
prove that all preacuine or THE GosPEL 
iS presumptuous and criminal; because 
preaching always consists in explaining 
and enforcing Scripture, and that, for the 
most part, in the words of the preacher 
himself. Indeed, if the objection before 
us were valid, it would prove that all the 
pious writings of the most eminent di- 
vines, in all ages,* who have had for their 
object to elucidate snd apply the word of 
God, were profane and arrogant attempts 
to mend his revelation, and make it better 
fitted than it is, to promote its great de- 
sign. Nay, further; upon the principle 
of this objection, it not only follows, that 
no minister of the Gospel ought ever to 
do more in the pulpit, than simply to read 
or to repeat the very words of Scripture ; 
but it is equally evident, that he must 
read or repeat Scripture to his hearers, 
only in the languages in which they were 
originally given to the Church. For, as has 
been often observed, it cannot be said 
that the words of any translation of the 





* Similar to this is the language of Corree- 
tor, Letter I. p. 26. 

* Vhe Jeromes and the Chrysostoms of an- 
cient times; and the Vitringas, and the Pa- 
tricks, and the Lowths, and the Hammonds, 
and the Whitbys, and the Hornes, and the 
Horsleys, of modern days, might have been 
spared the necessity of their massy volumes, 
explaining and illustrating the sacred text, could 
they have foreseen that there would have risen 
up” one “ who would be competent, and who 
would claim the same competency for all how- 
ever § illiterate,’—to ascertain, without extra- 
neous aid, the meaning of that book, on which 
they found it necessary to bestow, not only the 
force of their own intellect, learning, and la- 
bour; but the intellect, learning, and labour 
of the ages that had preceded them.”—* Hu- 
man law is a sufficient rule of conduct, in all 
the cases within its jurisdiction; and yet, in 
the interpretation of this law, we would have 
recourse to the opinions and decisions of the 
learned and authorized interpreters of law. 
The Bible, the divine law, is a sufficient rule 
of fatth; yet, in the interpretstion of the 
Bible, it is expedient that we avuil ourselves of 
the comments of the learned and authorized 
expounders of it; and test the truth of our 
interpretations by the sense, as far as it can 
be ascertained, of the universal Church in 
the earliest ages.” Corrector, Letter: J. p. 35. 
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Bible are the very words of the Hebrew 
Septuagint : they are only the words which 
uninspired men have chosen, in which to 
express, as nearly as they were able, the 
sense of the original. If, therefore, the 
objection before us be admitted, no man 
is at liberty to teach the great truths of 
revelation in any other way than by lite- 
rally repeating the Hebrew text of the 
Old Testament, and the Greek of the New, 
in the hearing of the people So extreme 
is the sbeuelity to which an erroneous 
principle will not fail to lead those who 
are weak enough, or bold enough, to fol- 
low it to its legitimate consequences.” 
pp. S9—4l. 


After such explicit language from 
one of the most eminent and judicious 
Presbyterians in our country, which 
agrees with the sentiments of the Ge- 
neral Assembly of his Church, it is to 
be hoped that the question will for 
ever be put to rest, whether it is expe- 
dient for Churchnien to unite with 
other denominations in disseminating 
the Scriptures; and it is to be hoped 
that Churchmen will no more be ac- 
cused of illiberality, or of a tendency 
to Romish errors, when they declare, 
in the judicious language of Mr. (now 
Bishop) Bowen, “ that they distribute 
with the Scriptures, the excellent and 
universally admired liturgy of their 
Church, under the solemn persuasion, 
that they thus place in the hands of 
men, and contribute to preserve in ho- 
nour among them,* the best summary 
of the Protestant faith, and the best 
devotional comment on its principles, 
which the Christian world possesses.” 


CATHOLICUS. 


——— 





For the Christian Journal. 


No. III. 


Review of the proposed Additions to 
the Hymns. 


In preparing new hymns for our 
Church, one object to be kept in view 
is, to obtain such a variety of measures, 
or metres, as may give admission to a 





* Buchanan, (im his Asiatie Researches, 
says Mr. Bowen,) the great and zealous mo- 
dern apostle of the East, the catholic liberality 
of whose sentimants and conduct is universally 
admitted and admired, strongly asserts the be- 
nefit, in this point of view, of a seriptarai li- 
turgy.—Sermon before the Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society of New-York, 1812. 
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part at least of the varied music now 
provided for worship. Bishop Mant’s 
new version of the Psalms is very libe- 
ral in this respect. And we are pleased 
that, in the collection of hymns before 
us, this feature has not been neglected 5 
as may be seen in those reprinted in 
our last number, and as will farther ap- 
pear as we advance.—For want of this 
variety, how frequently do we hear exe 
cellent tunes forced into union with 
some of our present metres ! 

We re-enter on our duties with a 
hymn every way acceptable to us, as a 
paraphrase of Scripture, as good poetry, 
and as introducing additional music. 


The Passion Week, 
Hymn X1.—Kelly. 
Isaiah \xiii. 
1 Who is this that comes from Edom, 
All his raiment stain’d with blood, 
To the slave proclaiming freedom, 
Bringing and bestowing good, 
Glorious in the garb he wears, 
Glorious in the spoils he bears? 
2 ’Tis the Saviour, now victorious, 
Trav’ling onward in bis might; 
Tis the Saviour—O how glorious 
‘Lo his people is the sight! 
Jesus now is strong to save, 
Mighty to redeem the slave. 
3 Whi that blood, his raiment staining? 
Lis the blood of many slain ; 
Of his foes there’s none remaining, 
None, the contest to maintain: 
Fail’n they are, no more to rise; 
All their glory prostrate lies. 
4 Mighty victor, reign for ever, 
Wear the crown so dearly won! 
Never, shall thy people, never, 
Cease to sing what thou hast done! 
‘Thou hast fought thy people’s foes ; 
Thou hast hea?’d thy people’s woes! 


While we suggest a very slight cor- 
rection, we cannot but say, as we did 
of a former hymn—retain this one, 
whether corrected or not. Our amend- 
ment refers to the word “ slave,” the 
figurative sense of which is not secured. 
The 3d lire of 1st stanza we would. 
read— 
To the sinner speaking freedom : 


and the 5th and Gth lines of the 2d 
stanza— 


Satan conquer’d, and the grave, 

Jesus now is strong to save. 
Why is this called a “ Passion Week” 
hymn? The Saviour has “ come from 
Edom,” the land of his foes; his foes 














344 Review of the proposed Hymns. [No. 11. 


are “ slain;” he is “ victorious,” the 
“ mighty Victor,” &c. &c. We should 
prefer expunging the title. It is for 
general use, as a celebration of the tri- 
umphant issue of the Redeemer’s suf- 
fering. 

The next piece, besides being of a 
regular metre, is set also as an anthem 
to more than one musical composition. 
It is included under the head of “ Pas- 
sion IVeek.” 


Hymn X11. 


1 When survey the wondrous cross, 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the cross of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 

1 sacrifice them to his blood. 


3 See! from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sovrow and love flow mingled down ! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet? 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 


to 


4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
‘That were a tribute far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my life, my soul, my all. 
In the sincere wish to give our vote 
for retaining as many of the proposed 
hymns as possible, we had, not without 
much labour, made some progress in 
correcting this one: but, on reflection, 
we desist, and rather give our reasons 
for expunging it. The subject of the 
piece is, yielding all self-claims for sal- 
vation to the merits of Christ. But this 
becomes intermixed with the professed 
renunciation of wealth and other world- 
Jy good. The worshipper, using this 
hymn, is made, in the 3d line of the 1st 
verse, to apply the words of St. Paul in 
a very different sense from that intend- 
ed by him. The apostle counted the 
* gain” of legal righteousness but loss, 
that he might win Christ : but the hymn 
places our “ richest gain,” or riches, 
‘the vain things that charm us most,” 
in this contrast. Now, is it true that we 
“sacrifice these to his blood,” i.e. yield 
them up, in order to obtain an interest 
in the Saviour? or, are we required to 
surrender them, as Paul did his legal 
“ gain,” for this object? Surely not. 
We must indeed sanctify our wealth, 
and other worldly good; but nothing 
could sanctify the self trust of the once 
Pharisee—it was utterly abandoned. — 
We have an objection also to the last 


verse. It makes the supposition, that, 
if one had “ the whole realm of nature,” 
he would part with it, in gratitude for 
Christ’s love, besides devoting to him, 
“life, and soul, and all.” This is a 
foolish thought; and the profler of so 
contingent a gratitude is but parade. 
Let him give up his share of the “ realm 
of nature: if he recoii from this, he 
may be assured that he would be quite 
as tenacious were the “ whole realm” 
his. Anz if all this be so, this verse ex- 
presses, we fear, to use the mildest lan- 
guage, an unmeaning worship.—For 
these and some lesser objections, we 
hope this hymn will be expunged. 

We proceed to the next, which is also 
under the head of “ Passion Week.” 


Hymn XUN—TFatte. 


1 Alas! and did my Saviour bleed? 
And did my Sov’ reign die ? 
Would he devote his sacred hesd 
For such a worm as L? 


2 Was it for sins that I had done 
He groan’d upon the tree? 
Am+zing pity | grace unknown! 
And love beyoud degree! 
3 Well might the sun his glories hile, 
And, griev’d, refuse to shine, 
When God the mighty Maker died 
For man the ereature’s sin. 


4 Thus might I hide my blushing face, 
While his dear eross appears ; 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
Aud melt mine eyes to tears. 


5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love L owe: 
Here, Lord, | give myself away ; 
*Tis all that | ean do. 
We presume the word God,” in 3d 
verse, 3d line, to be a misprint for 
“ Christ: he “ died” as man, not as 
God. In verse 4th, we would read “ I 
should” for “ might 1;” and ‘ Jesus’ ” 
for “ his dear.” We do not exactly 
agree with verse 5th, that to “ give 
one’s self away, is all that he can do ;” 
such a gift, when made, should be car- 
ried into effect, by a better life: we 
would therefore read the two conclud- 
ing lines— 
May love then prompt me to obey, 
And ev’ry sin forego! 


After all, however, we do not fancy 
this hymn : perhaps “ worm,” and cer- 
tainly “ blushing face,” “ cross ap- 
pears,” “ drops of grief,’ require cor- 
rection ; in other words, almost the en- 
tire piece ought to be re-written. 
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The next hymn is for 
Good Friday. 


Hymn XIV. 


1 Bekold the Saviour of mankind 
Nail’d to the shameful tree ; 
How vast the love that him inelin’d 
To bleed and die for me! 


2 Hark, how he groans! while nature shakes, 
And earth’s strong pillars bend ; 
The temple’s veil in sunder breaks, 
The solid marbles rend. 


3 Tis done! the precious ransom’s paid ; 
** Receive my soul!” he cries: 
See where ‘he bows his sacred head! 
He bows his head, and dies ! 


4 But soon he’ll break death’s envious chain, 
And in full glory shine : 
O Lamb of God! was ever pain, 
Was ever love like thine ! 


The 1st line of 2d verse we would read, 
“ Hark, Jesus groans,” &c. In the 4th 
line of the same verse, the expression 
“ marbles rend” seems to apply to the 
temple; as if its walls were severed so 
as to destroy the “ vail ;” whereas the 
temple walls sustained probably no in- 
jury from the convulsions of that day, 
for they remained in strength till the 
siege of the holy city; and the parting 
of the vail was, of course, a miracle dis- 
tinct from all the others : we therefore 
would read the line mentioned thus, if it 
refer to the cleaving of the earth :— 


The rocks of Zion rend: 


but we would prefer omitting that allu- 
sion after mentioning the “ vail,” and 
would read the line— 


And mystic shadows end. 


The next piece, besides its intrinsic 
worth, is adapted to an exquisitely 
moving tune: it is intended for Good- 
Friday. 

Tis finished. 


Hymn XV —St. John xix .30.—Dr. S. Stennet. 


1 Tis finish’d—so the Saviour cried, 
And meekly bow’d his head and died; 
Tis finish’'d—yes, the race is run, 
The battle fought, the viet’ry won. 


2 Tis finish’d—all that Heav’n decreed, 
And all the ancient prophets said, 
Ts now, fulfill’d, as was design’d, 
In me the Saviour of mankind. 


3 ’Tis finish’d—Aaron now no more 
Must stain his robes with purple gore ; 
The sacred vail is rent in twain, 
And Jewish rites no more remain. 

4 ’Tis finish’d—this my dying groan 
Shall sins of every kind atone : 
Millions shall be redeem’d from death 
By this mv last expiring breath. 


Vou. VIII. 
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5 °Tis finish’d—Heav’n is reeoncil’d, 
And all the pow’rs of darkness spoil’d : 
Peace, love, and happiness again 
Return and dwell with sinful men. 


6 Tis finish’d—Let the joyful sound 

Be heard throngh ali the nations round ; 

Tis finisl’d—let the echo fly [ sky. 

Through heav’n avd hell, through earth and 
An excellent hymn in the main. But 
we would inquire whether the figure of 
a “race,” verse Ist, line 3d, be ap- 
plied in Scripture to the atoning la- 
bours of Christ ? though it is to human 
obedience ; and may be applied, of 
course, to his obedience as man. Should 
it be deemed adviseable to omit that al- 
lusion, the passage may read, “‘ —yes, 
the work is done.” In the 3d line of 
verse 2d, for “ was design’d,” we pro- 
pose “ long design’d.” ‘The 2d line of 
verse 4th might read— 


The sins of all men shall atone : 


possibly it were better to omit the 4th 
verse. 


We proceed to another good piece. 


Easter. 
Hymn XVI. 
1 Christ the Lord is ris’n to-day, 
Sons of men and angels say : 
Raise your joys and triumphs high ; 
Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth reply! 
2 Love’s redeeming work is done; 
Fought the fight, the viet’ry won : 
Lo! the sun’s eclipse is o’er; 
Now he’s vail’d in blood no more. 


3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal ; 
Christ has burst the gates of hell : 
Death in vain forbids his rise ; 
Christ hath open’d paradise. 


4 Soar we now where Christ hath led, 

Foll’ wing our exalted Head; 

Made like him, like him we rise, 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
We would suggest two alterations. The 
2d line of verse 1st is not perspicuous, 
being either indicative or imperative : 
might it be changed for— 


Leave your sorrows, tune the lay. 


The 4th line of verse 2d should apply, 
according to its natural signification, to 
the sun, though it reads otherwise; 
would it not be improved by making it 
apply decisively to the Redeemer ?— 


Jesus’ soul is dark no more. 


The next hymn also is included un- 
der the head of Easter. Of its metre 
we have at present no hymns, and only 
two psalms. 
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Hymn XVil.—Deddridge. 


1 The great Redeemer rose, 
The Saviour lefi the dead, 
And o’er our hellish foes 
High rais’d his conqu’ring head : 
nm wild dismay, 
The guards sround 
Fall to the ground, 
And sink away. 
2 Lo! the angelic bands 
In full assembly meet, 
Fo wait his high commands, 
And worship at his feet : 
Joyful they come, 
And wing their way, 
From realms of day, 
To Jesus’ tomb. 


3 Then back to heav’n they fly, 
The joyful news to bear: 
Hark! as they soar on high, 
What music fills the air! 
Their anthems say— 
** Jesus, who bled, 
Hath left the dead; 
He rose to-day.” 


4 Ye mortals eatch the sonnd, 
Redeem’d by him from hell; 
And send the echo round 
The globe on which you dwell 
$6 With Christ we rise; 
With Christ we reign, 
And empires gain, 
Beyond the skies.” 


The word “ sink,” in the 8th line of 
stanza Ist, is, we presume, a misprint 
for “ shrink.” ‘) he word “ empires,” 
in 7th line of 4th stanza, we would read 
“ empire,” in the singular number, and 
in the abstract sense: the saints, we 
suppose, will not gain distinct king- 
doms, but only share the general domi- 
nion of Christ and the Father.—But 
we have a more important objection to 
this hymn. Though it be very well for 
purposes merely poetical, to invent the 
imagery of the “ full assembly” of an- 
gels descending to Jesus’ tomb, and 
there worshipping him, and then ascend- 
ing with their “ joyful news” and “ an- 
thems ;” will not the worshipper using 
this hymn feel, while so doing, that he 
is making assertions for which there is 
no authority? ‘The only fact in the 
case is, that two angels were present 
at the empty tomb, to roll away the 
stone, and tell the disciples, “ he is not 
here, but is risen.” That any farther 
angelic attendance took place we have 
no evidence ; and we cannot think that 
assertions without some evidence, ei- 
ther less or greater, direct or construc- 
tive, though allowable and ornamental 
in mere poetry, should be uttered in 


worship. Elegant as may be such ima- 
gery, it cannot be expected to excite 
any higher emotion than admiration of 
the hymn,—to this the feelings of ado- 
ration must and will give way. 

We proceed to the next piece, in- 
cluded likewise under the general head 
of Easter. 


Hymn XVUL—~Wesley. 
Believers risen with Christ. Col. iii. 1, 2 


1 Ye faithful souls who Jesus know, 
If ris’n with him indeed ve are, 
Superior to the joys below, 
His resurrection’s pow’r declare : 
¢ Your faith by holy tempers prove, 
By actions show your sins forgiv’n, 
And seek the glorious things above, 
And follow Christ your head to heav’n 


3 There your exalted Saviour sce 
Seated at God’s right hand again, 
In all his Father’s majesty, 
in everlasting power $0 reign : 
4 To him continually aspire, 
Contending for your native place, 
And emulate the angel choir, 
And only live to love and praise. 


The intimation, in the last verse, that 
heaven is the “ native place” of “ faith- 
ful souls,” is liable to misconstruction. 
“* Emulating the angels” as a “ choir,” 
defines the duties of the last line, “ love 
and praise,” to be those of mere adora- 
tion: for this “ only” are we to live ? 
The following substitute is free from 
these faults, though we claim for it no 
other merit :— 
And there for you be hath prepar’d 
Places in glory next to his; 
Then nobly seek this high reward, 
Live only for eternal bliss. 
We should be glad if this hymn had 
more poetical merit; but, inferior as it 
is in this respect, the very fact of its 


being a scriptural paraphrase has a 
most redeeming effect. 


We come next to three hymns, class- 
ed together as for Trinity Sunday ; but 
we see no need of any title appropriat- 
ing them to a particular day. 


Trinity Sunday. 
Hymn X1X.—From the Litany. 


1 Father of heav’n! whose love profound 
A ransom for our souls hath found ; 
Before thy throne we sinners bend— 

To usthy pard’ning love extend. 

2 Almighty Son, incarnate Word, ' 
Our ip oe Priest, Redeemer, Lord! 
Before thy throne we sinners bend— 

To us thy saving grace extend. 
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3 Eternal Spirit! by whose breath 
The soul is rais’d from sin and death ; 
Before thy throne we sinners bend— 
‘To us thy quick’ning pow’r extend. 

4 Jehovah! Father, Spirit, Son, 
Mysterious Godhead! Three in One! 
Before thy throne we sinners bend— 
Grace, pardon, life, to us extend. 


Very beautiful, nay, sublime; and un- 
exceptionably good. We might pass 
this hywn without suggesting a single 
alteration. But it can do no harm if 
we submit, whether the phrases “ par- 
doning love” in the 1st verse, and 
“ saving grace” in the 2d, are not 
too nearly synonimous? Would not 
“¢ cleansing bloed,” substituted for the 
latter, express more definitely the be- 
nefit derived from the Saviour ? If this 
should be adopted, the last line of the 
Ath verse must be altered to corres- 
pond: which ean be done by reading 
“ cleansing” for “ pardon.” 


The next piece, on the same subject: 


Hymn XX. 


1 We give immortal praise 
To God the Father’s love, 
For aki our comforts here, 
And all our hopes above : 
He sent his own 
Eternal Son, 
To die for sins 
That man had done. 


2 To God the Son belongs 
Immortal glory too, 
Who sav’d us by his blood 
From everlasting woe : 
And now he lives, 
And now he reigns, 
And sees the fruit 
Of all his pains. 


3 To God the Spirit, praise 
And endless worship give, 
Whose new creating pow’r 
Makes the dead sinner live: 
iis work completes 
The great design, 
And fills the soul 
With joy divine. 
4 Almighty God! to thee 
Be endless honours done— 
The sacred persons three, 
The Godhead only one: 
Where reason fails 
With all her pow’rs, 
There faith prevails, 
And love adores, 


This hymn is unexceptionable in its 
matter: and though it is rather inferior 
in poetic worth, we ascribe this defect 
to the difficulty of composing in this 
metre. We would have it retained, 
therefore, for the sake of the class of 
tunes to which it is adapted. 
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But we now reach a hymn, on the 
same subject, both elegant and elo 
quent. 

Hymn XX1.—Eastburn. 


1 O holy, holy, holy Lord! 
Bright in thy deeds and in thy name ; 
For ever be thy name ador’d! 
Thy glories, let the world proclaim ' 
2 @ Jesus! Lamb once crucified, 
To take owrioad of-sin away; 
Thine be the hymn that rolls its tide 
Along the realms of upper day! 
3 O Hely Spirit! from above 
In streams of light and glory giv’n; 
Thou source of eestacy and love, 
‘Thy praises ring through earth and heav’n! 
4 O God Tri-une! to thee we owe 
Our every thought, our every song; 
Anéi ever may thy praises flow 
From saint aud seraph’s burning tongue ! 


The seul which breathed this almost 
inspired hymn has gone hence, to take 
a nearer part, as we trust, in the wor- 
ship of the “ realms of upper day.” 
His verses appear like the transcript 
of a mind before which the vail of eter- 
nity had almost dissolved. 

Were all the proposed hymas like 
the last one we have copied, there 
would be no need of a review of them. 

Lest our review be tardy in its pro- 
gress, we must enlarge this number to 
six more hymns, all on the subject of 


The Lord’s Day. 
Hymn X X11. 


Awake, ve saints, awake, 
And hail this sacred day ; 
In lofiiest songs of praise 
Your joyful homage pay : 
Come bless the day that God hath blest, 
Vhe type of heav’n’s eternal rest. 
2 On this suspicious morn 
The Lord of lite arose; 
He burst the bars of death, 
And vanquish’d all our foes : 
And now he pleads our cause above, 
And reaps the fruits of all his love. 
3 All hail, triumphant Lord! 
Heavn with bosannas rings; _ 
And earth, in humbler strains, 

Thy praise respons.ve sings— 
Worthy the Lamb that once was slain, 
‘Through cediless yvars ¢o live and reign. 

4 Great King, gird on thy sword, 
Ascend thy conqu’ring car, 
While justice, pow'r, and love, 
Maintain thy glorious war: 
This day let sinners own thy sway, 
And rebels cast their arms away. 


The metre of this hymn is the same as 
that of the 148th psalm, and hymns 
17 and 20 printed above; though the 
lines are differently arranged. The 
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phrase, “* Come bless the day,” in the 
Ist stanza, Sth line, we would read, 
“ Welcome the day.” The word “ aus- 
picious,” in the 2d stanza, Ist line, is of 
heathenish origin, and means critically 
that a lucky day (dies fastus) was 
chosen for the resurrection of Christ: 
we would read—* On this our sacred 
morn.” In the 4th stanza, line 3d, in 
place of “ justice, pow’r, and love,” 
we propose, “ justice, truth, and love,” 
as agreeing better with psalm xlv. 4, 
from which the idea is borrowed. The 
concluding line we would change to— 
In faith submit, in love obey. 

The next hymn is of the same metre 

with the above. 


Hymn XXU1.—For God’s blessing in the 
Savetuary. 
1 In loud exalted strains 
The King of glory praise ; 
O’er heav’n and earth he reigns, 
Through everlasting days : 
But Zion, with his presence blest, 
Is his delight, his fern vest. 
2 O King of glory! come, 
And with thy favour crown 
This temple as thy dome, 
This people as thy own: 
Beneath this roof vouchsafe to show 
How God can dwell with men below. 


3 Now let thine ear attend 
Our supplicating cries ; 
Now let our praise ascend, 
Accepted, to the skies : 
Now let thy pee tad sound 
Spread its celestial influence round. 
i => Here may the list’ning throng 
Imbibe thy truth and love; 
Here, Christians join the song 
Of Serephim above : 
Tiki ali who humbly seek thy face 
Rejoice in thine abounding grace. 
The first stanza is the best; but it is 
out of place, as asserting that God is 
present in Zion, though that presence 
is immediately after prayed for: there 
is a sort of anti-climax too, in begin- 
ning with “ loud exalted strains,” and 
then asking humbly the divine “ ear” 
to “ attend,” not only our “ praise,” 
but our “ cries :” this is one objection. 
Another occurs in the 2d stanza—God 
is to “ show? “how” he “ can” dwell 
with men; not men, by the sincerity of 
their devotion, prove that he does so: 
there is mysticism in this, and pro- 
bably calvinism. A third objection is, 
that after presuming God to have come 
within the place of worship, the 3d 
stanza directs that worship, not to the 


Deity as present, but “ to the skies.” 
We add, that the two first lines of the 
Ath stanza are very like a repetition of 
the two last of the 3d; and the 3d and 
4th lines of the 4th, as nearly a repeti- 
tion of the 3d and 4th of the 3d. Be- 
sides; the word “dome” in the 2d 
stanza, and the word “ imbibe” in the 
4th, are awkward terms. The hymn 
therefore must, we think, be written 
anew, or rejected. 

We proceed to the next, on the same 
subject. 


Hymn XX1YV. 


i Great God! this svered day of thine 
Demands the soul’s collected pow’ rs ; 
Gladiy we now to thee resign 
These solemn, consecrated hours : 
O msy our souls adoring own 
The grace that calls us to thy throne! 
2 Hence, ye vain cares and trifles, fly ! 
W here God resides appear no more: 
All-sceing God, thy piercing eye 
Can every secret though: explore : 
O may thy grace our bosoms move, 
And fix our thoughts on things above! 
3 Thy Spirit’s pow’rful aid impart, 
And bid thy word, with lite divine, 
Engage the ear and warm the heart ; 
Then shill the day indeed be thine : 
Then shal! our souls sdoring own 
The grace that calls us to thy throne. 


An excellent hymn. We would, how- 
ever, suggest the following reading of 
the 2d stanza,—that it may all be di- 
rected to Heaven; and not change sud- 
denly, from an address to “ cares and 
trifles,” tu a prayer to “ God :’— 
All-seeing God! thy piercing eye 
Cen every secret thought explore ; 
May worldly cares our bosoms fly, 
And, where thou art, intrude no more: 
O may thy grace our spirits move, 
And fix our minds on things ubove ! 


The next hymn is far inferior; the 
subject stil! the same. 


Hymn XXV. 


1 Prequent the day of God returns 
To shed its quick’ning beams ; 
And yet how slow devotion burns, 
How languid are its flames! 
2 Accept our faint attempts to love ; 
Uur frailties, Lord, forgive : 
We would be like the saints aheve, 
And prsise thee while we live. 
3 Increase, O Lord, our faith and hope, 
And fit us to aseend 
Where the assembly ne’er breaks up, 
The Sabbath ne’er shall end. 


In the Ist verse, Ist line, might we, for 


improving the rhythm, read, “ How 
oft,” instead of “ Frequent?” in the 
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Sd line, * slow” may be a misprint for 
“low.” The two first lines of the 2d 
verse we would read— 
Our faint attempts accept in love, 
Onur feeble hymns receive; Kc. 
The 3d verse would not be injured, in 
either elegance or grammar, by these 
substitutes for its two last lines :— 
Where voiee and heart shall never droop, 
Vhe Sabbath never end. 
We proceed to the fifth of these pro- 
posed hymns on the Lord’s Day. 


Hymn XXVI1. 


1 Thy presence, gracious God! afford; 
Prepare us to receive thy word ; 
Now let thy voice engage our ear, 
And faith be mix’d with all we hear: 

Chorus. Thus, Lord, thy waiting servants bless, 

And crown thy gospel with success. 

2 To us the sacred word apply 

With sov’reign pow’r and energy ; 
And may we, in thy faith and fear, 
Reduce to practice what we hear: 
Chorus. Thus, Lord, thy waiting servants bless, 
And crewn thy gospel with success. 
3 Father! in us thy Son reveal, 
Teach us te know and do thy will: 
Thy saving pow’r and love display, 
And — us to the realms of day : 
Chorus. Thus, Lord, thy waiting servants Mess, 
And crown thy gospel with success. 
The word “ sovereign” in the 2d stan- 
za, is most current in a wrong sense; 
‘¢ quick’ning” may be substituted. In 
the 3d stanza, the scripture phrase 
of “ revealing the Son” within man, 
is applied in an unscriptural sense: 

St. Paul expressed his inspiration in 

this language, the revealing of the gos- 
pel of Christ to him, that he “ might 
preach him among the heathen,” (Gal. 

i. 16.) It alludes to the fact of that 

apostle’s learning the gospel directly 
from Christ, without being taught it by 
his inspired brethren. The words have 
no reference to the privileges of ordi- 
nary believers, and are therefore out of 
place inthe hymn. “ Teach us to know” 
is also an unfortunate phrase. We pro- 
pose therefore, for the two first lines of 
the 3d stanza, the following :— 
Saviour! through life our path attend, 
And keep us steadfast to the end. 

. . With one more piece we conclude 
for the present; the subject still the 
Lord’s day. 

Hymn XXVIII. 


1 Long have we heard the joyful sound 
Ot thy salvation, Lord ; 
Yet still how weak our faith is found, 
How slow to learn thy word! 


Central Bible and Prayer Book Society. 


2 Oft we frequent thy holy place, 
Yet hear almost in vain; 
Such faint impressions of thy grace 
Our languid pow’rs retain. 
3 How cold and feeble is our love! 
How negligent our tear! 
How low our hopes of joys above! 
How few affections there! 
4 Great God! thy sov’reign aid import 
To give thy word success ; 
Write all its precepts on our heart, 
Aud deep tts uth apres. 
5 O, speed onr progress in the way 
That leads to joys on high ; 
Where knowledge grows without decay, 
Aud love shall never die. 
A useful hymn. We would read line 
Ist, verse Ist, “ We long have heard.” 
So likewise the Ist line of 2d verse 
should commence, “ We oft:” and in 
the 4th line of that verse we prefer 
“ thoughts” in place of “ powers,”— 
the latter word seeming to intimate a 
want of ability from God,—the former 
leaving the blame with man. The 3d 
verse, [st line, we would read, “ How 
cold, in worship, is our love ;” and in 
the 2d line, we presume “ fear” to be 
a mistake for “ prayer,”—as it is un- 
usual, at least, to say that “ fear” is 
“ neglivent,”-—and as ® prayer” ap- 
plies better to the subject of the hymn, 
besides making a better rhyme. In the 
4th verse, Ist line, we again have the 
objectionable word “ sovereign;” we 
would substitute for it “ holy,” or 
“ quick’ning,” or “ Spirit’s:” and in 
the 3d line of that verse, for “ our” we 
propose “ each.” 

We here suspend our labours for the 
present. We presume that, in the va- 
riety of opinions incident to the sub- 
ject, many of our suggestions may be 
deemed superfluous or unsatisfactory. 
But our object will be gained, if such 
attention be drawn to these hymns, as 
to secure their being thoroughly criti- 
cized, and the good ones selected, whe- 
ther our amendments be adopted or 


not. STERNHOLD, | 








From the Uiicu Sentinel of Sept. 28th. 


Bible and Common Prayer Book Society of 
the Ceniral Purt of the State of New- 
York. 

‘Tue fourth anniversary of this society 
was observed on Wednesday, the 22d of 
this month, at Trinity church, in this 
village. 

Morning prayer was conducted by the 
Rey. Phineas L. Whipple, missionary at 
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Fairfield, Herkimer county, and parts ad- 
jacent, and an appropriate sermon deliver- 
ed by the Rev. Russel Wheeler, rector of 
Zion church, Butternuts, Otsego county, 
and St. Andrew’s church, New-Berlin,Che- 
nango county. 

The following report of the board of 
managers for the past year was laid before 
the seciety. 

REPORT. 

{t affords your beard much satisfaction 
to communicate to this annual meeting, 
the result of their proceedings for the past 
year. Your board have Kept in view the 
important objects for which we are asso- 
ciated, and under the Divine blessing, they 
hope that they have discharged the trust 
reposed in them with some degree of faith- 
fulness and perseverance. Since our third 
anniversary, the aid of this society has 
been extended to 17 parishes in the coun- 
ties of Cayuga, Chenango, Herkimer, Gene- 
see, Jefferson, Madison, Gneida, Ononda- 
ga, Otsego, and Wayne. Twenty-eight 
3ibles and 358 Prayer Books have been 
distributed, and 95 Prayer Books have 
been sold at moderate prices, making a 
total of 481 volumes for the past year, and 
of 1643 volumes since the organization of 
this society in 1820. The board feel con- 
‘ident that beneficial effects have been 
wrought by these distributions. They can- 
not but look back with thankfulness to 
the guiding hand of the Great Head of the 
Church, which has conducted them thus 
far in the prosecution of this uiquestion- 
ably important and excellent charity. The 
society was informed at its last annual 
meeting, that a grant of § 500 had been 
made to it in aid of a permanent fund, 
*€ on condition that the same sum be raised 
for the same object by the society.” In 
compliance with the resolution of the 
board, appointing hima their agent, to so- 
Jicit contributions for the securing of this 
grant, the secretary has visited the differ- 
ent counties in union with us, and his re- 
port annexed will show to what extent he 
has been successful. While the board ob- 
serve with pleasure, the zeal and energy 
which have been manifested in several 
places, in aid of this all important object 
—the securing of a permanent fund—they 
cannot but lament that the application of 
the agent in other quarters, has not been 
met with that return which they had just 
reason to expect. A society of this kind, 
without a permanent fund, may flourish 
for a few years by the aid derived from 
voluntary contributions, but it will soon 
be found that its exertions are circum- 
scribed, and its existence precarious. Our 
aim should be to supply it with resources 
which are not subject to diminution—to 
place it on such a foundation that it may 
be enabled to minister to the spiritual 
wants of eur brethren, long after we have 
been called upon to render up our account 


of the talents committed to our trust. 
The board will still indulge the hope that 
such congregations in the counties in 
union with us, as have not yet contributed 
te the fund, according to their ability, 
will see the subject in this light, and that 
ere another anniversary returns, they to 
whom the bread of life has been dealt, 
will learn to impart a portion of that 
bread to their destitute neighbour. They 
particularly entreat the clergy of the dif- 
ferent counties composing our union, to 
exert themselves in augmenting the funds 
of the institution, and would embrace this 
oppsitunity of returning their sincere 
thanks to all those who have thus assisted 
them. In entering upon another year, our 
duty as members of this association is 
manifest. T’o Yo good and to communicate, 
forget not, for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased. Let us seek to have a lively 
sense of this duty engraven on our hearts. 
Let us abound in prayer, that the Head of 
the Church would graciously bless our 
endeavours, and the endeavours of all 
other institutions engaged in the same 
great and glorious cause. Let us not faint 
nor be weary in the noble enterprise of 
furnishing our fellow-man, “ with those 
means of spiritual light and consolation, 
which are calculated to inform his faith, 
to guide his practice, to direct his devo- 
tions, to guard him in prosperity, to con- 
sole him in adversity, and to bear his soul 
to the heavenly world.” 
Respeetfully submitted. 

The following persons were duly chosen 
officers and managers for the ensuing 
year :—Hon. M.S. Miller, president; Wm. 
Bostwick, esq. Ist vice-president; the 
Rev. L. Bush, 2d vice-president; Hon. N. 
Williams, treasurer; and the Rev. Henry 
Anthon, secretary. 

Managers.—Roderick Matson, Stephen 
Horton, Dudley Loomis, Ransom Rathbun, 
James Clapp, Noah Ely, N.S. Benton, Mi- 
chael Hoffman, Stephen Hallett, Leverett 
Baldwin, H. N. Fargo, J. B. Hoffman, Tho- 
mas H. Hubbard, M. Hunt, Elon Andrews, 
Jonas Earll, jr. A. Smith, N. P. Randall, 
Jacob Morris, Ezra Williams, Isaac Hayes, 
C. W. Cennor, F. A. Bloodgood, C. W. E. 
Prescott. 

From the report of the agent, it appear- 
ed that § 485 93 had been subscribed to 
the permanent fund. 

On motion, resolved, That the clergy 
who are ex officio members of this socie- 
ty, be requested to use their best endea- 
vours within their respective bounds, to 
obtain further additions to its permanent 
fund, and that they report the result to 
the treasurer on or before the Sist of De- 
cember next. 

Resolved, That the next annual meeting 
of the society be holden at Trinity church, 
Utica, Oneida county. 

H, ANTHON, Sec’ry 
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November, 1824. } 


Convention of New-York. 

Tur thirty-eighth annual convention of 
the diocese of New-York was held in Tri- 
nity chureh, New-York, on the 19th and 
20th of October. It wascomposed of about 
115 members. In the continued absence 
of the bishop, the Rev. William Harris,D.D. 
president of Columbia college, New-York, 
was chosen president. A short letter was 
received from Bishop Hobart, the receipt 
of which was acknowledged, and con- 
tinued respect, affection, and confidence, 
expressed, in resolutions unanimously 
adopted. 

Several new churches were received into 
union. The missionary and parochial re- 
ports gave gratifying evidence of the 
continued growth and prosperity of the 
church. The business having been trans- 
acted with great harmony, the convention 
adjourned at an early hour in the after- 
noon of the second day. 

Our usual abstract of the proceedings 
will be given. 

The clergy who were present at the con- 
vention addressed a letter to the bishop. 


Consecration of the West-India Bishops. 

The Christian Remembrancer for Au- 
gust, 1824, states that “ on Sunday the 25th 
[of July] the Rev. C. Lipscomb, D. D. late 
tellow of New college, Oxford, Lord Bi- 
shop of Jamaica, and the Rev. W. H. Cole- 
ridge, D. D. late student of Christ church, 
Oxford, Lord Bishop of Barbadoes and the 
Leeward Islands, were consecrated at 
Lambeth chapel. The sermon on the oc- 
casion was preached by the Rev. A. M. 
Campbell, M. A.” 

We understand that, by particular invi- 
tation of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, of New- 
York, who has uniformly received from his 
grace tle kindest attentions, was present 
on the above en occasion; the 
more interesting to him, from the circum- 
stance of the ceremony being performed 
in the very chapel in which the immediate 
predecessor of the present archbishop 
conveyed the apostolical authority to three 
of the four bishops by whom that autho- 
rity was brought to our church. 

Ordinations. 

On the seventeenth Sunday after Trinity, 
October 10th, the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, 
of New-Jersey, acting for the absent bi- 
shop of New-York, held an ordination in 
Grace church, in this city, and admitted 
to the holy order of deacons, Henry J. 
Whitehouse, A.M, late of the general 
theological seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. 
Morning prayer was read, and the sermon 
preached, by the Rev. Jonathan M. Wain- 
wright, D. D. rector of Grace church. 

On the following day, Monday, October 
11th, the same right reverend gentleman, 
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acting in the s»me capacity, held an ordi. 
nation in St. Luke’s church, in this city, 
and admitted to the holy order of priests, 
the Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie, A. M. deacon, 
minister of St. Thomas’s church, New- 
York. Morning prayer was read by the 
Rev. John F. Schroeder, and the sermon 
preached by the Rev. Benjamin T. Onder- 
donk,assistant ministers of Trinity church, 
New-York. — 
‘or the Christian Journal. 

Died, in Philadelphia, on Monday, Au- 
gust 30th, in the 25d year of her age, Mas. 
CuristTrana B. Ricumonp, wife of the Rev. 
William Richmond, Rector of St.Michael’s 
Church, Bloomingdale, and St. James’s, 
Hamilton-square, New-York. 

It is not merely in compliance with a 
custom, which, under proper restrictions, 
is honourable and useful to society, that 
the death of this most excellent woman is 
made the subject of an obituary notice. 
The sympathy of a friend with the dis- 
consolate relatives, and a knowledge of 
the great worth of the deceased, give rise 
to a tribute of respect, which, although 
unworthy of her memory, is justly en- 
titled to whatever consideration may be 
due to sincerity. 

Mrs. Richmond was the daughter of 
Lewis Neill, esq. of Philadelphia. She 
was educated with great care, and the 
advancement which she made in various 
branches of literature and science, cor- 
responded with the attention which was 
paid to the cultivation of her mind. She 
was competent to read and appreciate the 
Latin and French writers in their own 
languages, and had made no inconcider- 
able progress in Greek. She had pursued 
the study of mathematics, and was well 
acquainted with some of the best authors 
on the philosophy ef the human mind. 
These acquisitions, combined with a na- 
tural taste for polite learning, had given 
to a mind originally vigorous, a solidity 
of character which is not very oftes to be 
met with in either of the sexes. And, 
what is of infinitely greater importance, 
they were sanctified by the holy influence 
of religion. Her’s was not the religion of 
the fanatic venting itself in feelings and 
transports; it was that calm and secret 
devotion which raises the soul above this 
transitory world, and brings her into com- 
munion with the Father of spirits ; which 
considers what is pure and acceptable to 
God, and directs the affections and the 
conduct so as to please him best, and to 
become most useful to society. After a 
long and protracted illness, borne with 
great Christian patience and fortitude, she 
died as she had lived, tranquil and re- 
signed, willingly relinquishing whatever 
in this world is most estimable, to devote 
her faculties to the honour and service 
of her God, with the redeemed in the pa- 
radise of heaven. No agitations distracted 
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her death-bed scene; but with that holy 
philosophy which the Gospel, and nothing 
but the Gospel of Christ brought home 
by its blessed influence to the soul, can 
impart, she slept in Jesus. 

While there is much that is afflictive 
in the death of such aChristian, and much 
also that is consulatory in the reflections 
which it must suggest, there is also much 
that is instructive. To the scholar it shows 
the uselessness of unsanctified learning, 
illustrating at the same time the value of 
mental improvement, were it only to re- 
linguish it for the superior advantage of 
religion. To the people of the world it de- 
clares how utterly incompetent are all 
their much-valued possessions and enjoy- 
ments to give support in affliction, to 
smooth the uneasy pillow, and to soften 
the hard bed of death. The guy and the 
giddy it admonishes of their latter end, 
while it reads them the instructive lesson, 
* you too must die’! while it assures 
them that the vanities and plessures of 
life will at that hour afford no relief, and 
impresses on them the duty of “ seeking 
the Lord while he may be found.” The 
Christian it instructs in the value of that 
faith, which ‘is the confident expectation 
of things heped for, the firm persuasion 
of things not seen,” and exhorts him to 
walk by this holy rule. It tells him that 
he must be prepared to relinquish every 
thing at the call of God, to consider him- 
self as born for another and a better coun- 
try, and to fix his affection upon his patri- 
mony in the heavens. It gives him a pat- 
tern for imitation; and when it speaks 
the virtues and piety of the departed, it 
Says to every one, ‘ follow her example.’ 


Calendar Notices for December, 1824. 
5. 2d Sunday in Advent. 

12. 3d Sunday in Advent. 

15 

17 Ember Days. 

18 

19. 4th Sunday in Advent. 

21. St. Thomas the Apostle. 

25. The Nativity of our Lord, or the Birth 
Day of Christ, commonly called 
Christmas. Day. 

26. Ist Sunday after Christmas. St. Ste- 
phen the Martyr. 

27. St. John the Evangelist. 

28. The Holy Innocents. 

For the Christian Journal. 

SCRIPTURE HYMN. 
Version of Isaiah x. 22—25. 

Look to me, proclaims our God, 
Earth’s remotest tribes abroad ; 
Be ye to your Saviour won— 
I, the Lord, am God alone. 
By myself T oft have sworn, 
Nor shall this my word return; 
Every knee to me shall bow, 
Every tongue to me thus vow— 


**In the Lord, whom we confess, 

We have strength and righteousness ; 

But, the scoffees of his name, 

Theirs shall sorrow be, and shame.” 

All of tsrael’s holy seed, 

Justitied in Israel’s head, 

Cheerful homage sho'l eceord— 

All shall glory iu the Lord. 
JEDUTHUN, 


2 Mother's Lament for an infant Daughter 
By J. Montgomery. 


I loved thee, daughter of my heort, 
Julia, 1 loved thee desrly ; 
And though we only met to part~— 
How sweetly —how severely ! 
Nor life nor death can sever 
My soul from thine for ever. 


Thy days, my little one, were few, 
—An angel’s moruing visit, 
Tht came and venished with the dew ; 
*Twas here—’tis gone—where is it ? 
Yet thou didst leave behind thee 
A clue for love to find thee. 


The eye, the lip, the cheek, the brow, 
The hands streteh’d forth with gladuess, 
All life, jov, rapture, beauty, now, 
Then, dash’ with infant sadness, 
Till, brightening with transition, 
Returned the fatry vision. 


Where are they now? those smiles, those tears, 
Thy mother’s darling treasure ! 
She sees thee still, and still she hears 
Thy tones of pain, or pleasure, 
To her quick pulse revealing 
Unutterable fecting. 


Hushed in a moment, on her breast, 
Life, at the well-spring, drinking, 
Then cradled in her lap to rest, 
In rosy slumbers sinking : 
Thy dreams—no thought can guess them, 
And mine-—no tongue express them! 


For then this waking eye could see, 
In many a vain vagary, 
The things that never were to be, 
Imaginations airy : 
Fond hopes, which mothers cherish 
Like still-born babes to perish. 


Mine perished on thy early bier, 
No! changed to forms more glorious, 
They flourish in a higher sphere, 
O’er time and death victorious. 
Yet would these arms have chained thee, 
And long from heaven detained thee. 


Julia, my last, my youngest love, 
The crown of every other, 
Though thou art born again above, 
1 am thine only mother ; 
Nor will affection let me 
Believe thou canst forget me. 


Then—thou in heaven and I on earth— 
May this one hope delight us, 
That thou wilt hail my second birth, 
When death shall re-unite us, 
And worlds no more can sever 


Mother and child for ever! 


[No. 11. 














